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Last week, Dean of Students 
Nancy Truesdell held an open forum 
for all Lawrentians. About 15 stu-
dents showed up, as did several 
other members of the Lawrence com-
munity, including staff from the 
Residence Life office, staff from the 
Office of Multicultural Affairs and 
people who wanted to hear what 
students had to say.
The overall theme of this forum 
was disrespect at Lawrence. Specific 
examples of recent disrespect include 
homophobia, a lack of respect for dif-
fering political opinions and theft.
The forum decided that the best 
ways to stop the increasing preva-
lence of disrespect are to educate 
people, to make them aware of what 
is happening and to emphasize that 
disrespect is not acceptable.
None of those present at the 
forum had seen such widespread 
disrespect at Lawrence as has taken 
place this year. The evening started 
off with a discussion on homopho-
bia, which appeared to be more prev-
alent than most expected.
It became apparent that cases of 
homophobia are not always report-
ed, since some students decide to 
either ignore them or deal with them 
without outside assistance. Truesdell 
made it clear that homophobic acts 
are not acceptable and will lead to 
severe consequences.
The next topic covered at the 
forum concerned people’s actions 
during and after the election. 
Lawrence is an overwhelmingly lib-
eral community. This does not mean, 
however, that those who have differ-
ing opinions are wrong or should be 
treated with disrespect. The forum 
discussed the idea that conserva-
tives are a minority at Lawrence and 
should be treated with the respect 
and acceptance that other minorities 
receive.
Theft was another issue that the 
forum brought to the fore. Although 
there have been relatively few 
incidents, any thefts at Lawrence 
become prominent because people 
did not previously think that theft 
happened here.
Security cameras have been put 
up in the Colman lounge to pre-
vent theft while people are eating 
at Lucinda’s. Many present at the 
forum were disappointed that this 
measure was needed.
Many student organizations and 
offices on campus are working hard 
to make Lawrence into the accepting 
community that it should be, but in 
order for them to make a difference, 
they need students to take up this 
initiative and work together to trans-
form our community.
All of those present at the forum 
seemed to agree that all students 
should help create a community of 
respect for people’s differences and 
do everything in their power to cre-
ate an accepting and respectful com-
munity.
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Lawrence’s liberal arts curricu-
lum helps students develop the 
universal skills of communication 
and problem solving, which can be 
applied to great benefit in the busi-
ness industry. However, as Professor 
Adam Galambos commented, “Many 
Lawrentians do enter business 
careers, but our students’ knowledge 
and awareness of these careers is 
very limited.”
Fortunately, a new program at 
Lawrence will help students learn 
about the realities of the business 
world. Coordinated by Galambos, the 
Lawrence Scholars in Business pro-
gram provides opportunities for stu-
dents at Lawrence who are interested 
in business careers to learn exactly 
what they entail and 
how to prepare for 
them.
In addition to 
Galambos, a com-
mittee consisting 
of Professors John 
B r a n d e n b e r g e r , 
Marty Finkler, Jake 
Frederick, Alan 
Parks and Claudena 
Skran manages the 
program.
Since the begin-
ning of the year, the 
program has already 
hosted several suc-
cessful events. In October, alumni 
came to discuss the investment 
banking industry and the fundamen-
tal changes currently taking place 
within it.
More recently, speakers with a 
combined 80 years of consulting 
experience came to discuss manage-
ment consulting, using an interactive 
approach to inform students in a 
very real way about the business.
According to 
Casey Shaw, a stu-
dent who attended 
this event, it suc-
ceeded in being 
grounding and infor-
mative, particularly 
due to the frankness 
of the speakers. Said 
Shaw, “The stiff dose 
of reality the four 
speakers brought 
to the table was 
refreshing and much 
needed. It changed 
my plans for the 
future.”
In addition to providing these 
learning opportunities, the program 
also recognizes outstanding stu-
dents by naming up to five Lawrence 
Business Scholars per year. Those 
students receive $5,000 to use 
toward their career development, 
such as money for expenses related 
to career searches or competitive 
internships.
This year, two students have been 
named Lawrence 
Business Scholars: 
Adam Ferguson, ‘10 
and Jackie Bean, ‘09. 
In addition to dem-
onstrating academic 
excellence and extra-
curricular leadership, 
these students were 
also selected because 
they show ambition 
and direction in their 
career aspirations.
As well as putting 
his new fund toward 
travel expenses for 
interviews, Ferguson 
has already begun working with 
successful alumni. Robert Perille, a 
managing director of advisors at 
Shamrock Capital and alumni coor-
dinator of the program, and Charles 
Saunders advised him on his résumé, 
gave him interviewing tips and even 
helped him set up interviews.
With the country’s economy cur-
rently in a state of rapid change, 
the program provides an important 
complement to the 
liberal arts educa-
tion, teaching stu-
dents how to practi-
cally apply the skills 
they learn here. As 
Galambos said, “If 
you excel academi-
cally and you are 
proactive in explor-
ing careers through 
programs such as 
LSB, you will find 
more doors open 
than you might have 
expected.”
More information about the pro-
gram can be found on its Web site, 
http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/eco-
nomics/lsb, or by contacting Professor 
Galambos.
emily Koenig
Staff  Writer
Lawrence introduces curriculum with business focus
Business Scholars 
program provides 
career information 
and opportunities
The Green Roots committee held 
a workshop Thursday, Nov. 13 in 
Riverview Lounge. The workshop 
was organized in an attempt to get 
feedback and ideas from students 
and faculty about different ways to 
make life at Lawrence more environ-
mentally friendly. “Green Roots: The 
Sustainable Lawrence Initiative” is 
a two-year environmental program 
that will work to create policies and 
procedures to make Lawrence more 
“green.”
The workshop began with a 
brief introduction from Professor 
Jeff Clark, the faculty associate to 
the president for Green Roots. The 
attendees to the workshop were then 
split into six smaller groups to dis-
cuss various sustainability topics: 
transportation, energy, waste and 
paper, buildings and grounds, water 
and curriculum and food. Each group 
discussion was led by one or two 
members of the committee, includ-
ing Professor Monica Rico, Jess Vogt, 
Vince Dyer, Professor Andrew Mast, 
Professor Andrew Knudsen, Dean of 
Students Nancy Truesdell, Reference 
and Web Services Librarian Julie 
Fricke and Professor Stewart Purkey.
In each discussion, the work-
shop attendees, including students, 
faculty and staff, were asked to 
give feedback on the ideas that the 
committee had come up with thus 
far and to provide ideas to add to 
the lists.
In the buildings and grounds 
group, Truesdell and Knudsen led the 
discussion on the different policies 
that could be put in place concerning 
future renovations or construction 
of buildings, as well as green space 
on campus. Truesdell reported that 
Green Roots has been discussing 
what sorts of “green” standard oper-
ating procedures Lawrence should 
use in the event that a building 
is renovated or newly constructed. 
On the topic of grounds, Knudsen 
discussed the possibility of turning 
some of the campus’ grass space 
into natural plantings in an attempt 
to cut down on water and chemical 
use.
After each small group was 
allowed 20 minutes of discussion 
time, the workshop came back 
together for a large discussion, 
which was moderated by commit-
tee co-chair Rico. During the dis-
cussion, audience members were 
asked to share their ideas for mak-
ing Lawrence more environmentally 
friendly. On the topic of transporta-
tion, students suggested more local 
bike route information, a bike share 
program and cheaper bus passes in 
order to replace the use of cars. Rico 
suggested more shuttles that could 
take students to the grocery store 
or the mall.
Some energy saving ideas that 
were suggested included more effi-
cient or sensor lighting systems, 
shutting down computers in the 
library or academic buildings at 
night and using community drying 
racks or clothes lines instead of 
dryers.
Students also provided ideas 
to reduce waste on campus. Senior 
James McDaniel suggested instigat-
ing a campus-wide ban on Styrofoam, 
while senior Megan Bjella suggested 
using reusable containers and pro-
viding incentives to do so.
To conclude the workshop, Clark 
said, “The committee has been talk-
ing about a lot of these ideas. We, as 
a community, need to communicate 
what we are doing. We’ll need your 
help to move forward on some of 
these things.” Green Roots plans to 
have more workshops and informa-
tion sessions throughout the year.
Students, faculty and staff can 
also e-mail any ideas they have to 
greenroots@lawrence.edu.
Dorothy Wickens 
Editor in Chief
Green Roots 
committee 
asks commu-
nity for input 
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Open forum addresses incidences of disrespect
WASHINGTON — President-
elect Barack Obama has chosen to 
nominate former Senator Thomas 
Daschle of South Dakota as secre-
tary of health and human services. 
It is rumored that he is going to 
nominate Deputy Attorney General 
Eric H. Holder Jr. as attorney gen-
eral.
-- New York Times online
A team of scientists has recon-
structed more than three-quarters 
of the genome of the extinct woolly 
mammoth using DNA extracted 
from balls of hair. The project pro-
vides some of the starting material 
for bringing the species back to life, 
although this will not be possible in 
the near future, if at all.
-- washingtonpost.com
In other news ...
ellie Crean
for The Lawrentian
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LUCC’s final General Council 
meeting of the year will be 
Monday, Nov. 24 at 4:30 p.m. in 
Riverview Lounge. The Steering 
and Finance Committees will not 
meet again until the beginning of 
next term. 
LUCC is also soliciting sug-
gestions for the 2009-2010 
Convocation Series. Send your 
ideas to LUCC at lucc@lawrence.
edu.
LUCC presidential elections 
will be held at the beginning of 
Winter Term.  If you are interested 
in running for LUCC president or 
vice president, applications are 
available at the union information 
desk now — all applications are 
due at 11:59 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
6 to the info desk.  If you have 
questions about what each posi-
tion entails, please contact James 
Duncan-Welke, the current presi-
dent, or Jeff Solberg, the current 
vice-president.
If you have any questions 
about the elections, contact Dan 
Crouse (croused@lawrence.edu) or 
LUCC (lucc@lawrence.edu).
LUCC News
James Duncan-Welke
LUCC President
SaI presents “Peter and the Wolf” for elementary students
Last Tuesday morning, Sigma 
Alpha Iota put on their annual pro-
duction of “Peter and the Wolf” in 
collaboration with the Conservatory 
of Music, this time with a surprise 
ending.
Customarily, “Peter and the Wolf” 
is told as a children’s story, one with 
a horribly depressing and possibly 
scary ending. This year, conductor 
and SAI Ritual Vice President Tami 
Hockers decided to change things 
up. She approached Brian Pertl, con-
servatory dean and this year’s narra-
tor for “Peter and the Wolf,” to create 
a happier ending to the story.
This classic children’s tale is 
about a boy named Peter and the 
animals of the meadow in which he 
plays. Peter is friends with the dif-
ferent animals, each represented in 
the musical work by different instru-
ments and distinct melodies.
As with many children’s stories, 
Peter has an antagonist, the wolf. The 
wolf wants to eat the other animals 
in the meadow, actually succeeding 
in swallowing a duck before Peter 
can trap him. The story ends with 
a triumphant march as Peter proves 
he can outsmart his adversary and 
captures the wolf. Unfortunately, 
the story traditionally ends with the 
duck long gone. This year, Pertl gave 
him a second chance, claiming the 
wolf swallowed him alive and spit 
him back up. Lucky 
duck.
SAI is Lawrence’s 
professional music 
fraternity for women. 
They put on the annual 
production of “Peter 
and the Wolf” as part 
of their philanthropic 
efforts in the Appleton 
community. This year’s 
event was organized 
by Ange Dvorak and 
was a group effort between members 
of the fraternity and many conserva-
tory students, who volunteered their 
time and talent to make this year’s 
rendition a success.
Over 250 elementary students, 
teachers and chaperones were bused 
in for the performance. The children 
were in awe of the chapel atmo-
sphere and listened to the perfor-
mance intently. Along with the happy 
ending, the children were treated to 
an “instrument petting zoo” after 
the performance. Little hands were 
allowed to pluck a cello and draw 
a bow across a violin’s strings. The 
children asked junior April Verser to 
play her bassoon standing up, and 
they shook the percussion bells until 
the chapel reverberated with jingles.
I was amused during the perfor-
mance by a little girl sitting next to 
me in the balcony who was not yet in 
elementary school. She would not sit 
still, and her blond pigtails bounced 
up and down as she danced to the 
music. She waved her hands in the 
air, mimicking the conductor. She 
covered her ears when the timpani 
drums sounded. She could barely 
peek over the balcony railing, but 
that did not stop her from trying to 
see everything.
Her experience is the reason why 
conservatory students and SAI mem-
bers continually perform “Peter and 
the Wolf.” Giving these children an 
inspiring musical experience makes 
all their rehearsals and preparations 
worth it.
Hockers made sure to stress 
that the success of this year’s per-
formance was due to a collective 
effort from all involved. The parts 
are extremely difficult, and many 
of the performers have graciously 
volunteered year after year to attend 
a mere three rehearsals and cre-
ate an unbelievable and enchanting 
product.
“I’m lucky to work with such tal-
ent,” said Hockers.
Carolyn Schultz
Staff  Writer
Photo courtesy of  Stephen Anunson
The “Peter and the Wolf ” orchestra directed by SAi ritual Vice President Tami hockers performed on Tuesday, nov. 18.
Committee evaluates tutorial education
In September of this year, a 
research committee funded by the 
Teagle Foundation was created 
to develop assessments for tuto-
rial education and create tools to 
improve the system. Students are the 
main beneficiaries from the project, 
since it will help them achieve the 
best possible learning outcomes in 
their tutorial study courses.
Lawrence University faculty 
members Bill Skinner and Rob Beck 
act as co-principle investigators in 
the committee, which is comprised 
of faculty from three colleges — two 
from Williams College, two from the 
College of Wooster and four from 
Lawrence University. The representa-
tives from Lawrence are associated 
with the disciplines of natural sci-
ence, social science, humanities and 
fine arts.
The evaluation process starts by 
identifying the characteristics that 
are useful for tutorial learning, such 
as being an independent thinker 
and retaining a certain amount of 
skepticism. These qualities are mea-
sured based on analyses of students’ 
recordings, papers and presenta-
tions.
Based on the measurements, 
appropriate methods can be applied 
to improve students’ learning prog-
ress. The whole procedure will create 
the necessary instruments for the 
instructors to use.
From these instruments, instruc-
tors will be able to assess the stu-
dents’ work and give feedback. From 
the feedback, students can make 
changes to their studying practices 
in order to achieve the best possible 
outcomes.
This procedure is conducted at 
the beginning, middle and end of 
the course in a process called “for-
mative assessments” that will help 
students throughout the entire learn-
ing experience. One final analysis 
will be made to give “summative 
assessments” — final evaluations of 
students’ overall satisfaction with 
the course.
A workshop was held last 
October to work on the current eval-
uation process, Shared Assessments 
Method 1, which is expected to be 
put into trial application by the four 
committee members from Lawrence 
during winter and spring terms this 
academic year.
In the fall of next year, another 
workshop will be held to discuss the 
success of SAM 1, and improvements 
will be made to create SAM 2, and 
later, SAM 3.
Cuong Nguyen
Staff  Writer
Robert Brylski, instructor of 
renewable energy at Northeast 
Wisconsin Technical College and 
Mid-State Technical College, gave 
a presentation titled “Biodiesel: 
Transitional Transportation Fuel” 
Monday, Nov. 17. The presentation 
was given as part of the Science Hall 
Colloquium speaker series.
During his talk, Brylski reviewed 
the transportation fuel industry as it 
stands today and the challenges the 
industry faces tomorrow. He also dis-
cussed the pros and cons of biodie-
sel from a chemical perspective.
As the talk began, Brylski passed 
around a vial containing a sample 
of biodiesel. Brylski described the 
sample as being nearly perfect, say-
ing it was “clear, safe, and not going 
to explode.” Brylski added that a 
person could drink the sample and 
would be unlikely to get more than a 
stomachache.
After this brief introduction to 
biodiesel, Brylski started at the begin-
ning, with humankind’s discovery of 
fire. According to Brylski, humans 
first realized the energy potential 
in oils when they observed cooking 
fat dripping onto their fires, causing 
the flames to intensify. Brylski then 
traced human use of energy to the 
present day, in which humans have 
become dependent on petroleum.
According to Brylski, human 
dependence on petroleum has result-
ed from the combination of two 
factors: dramatic population growth 
and drastically increased per capita 
energy consumption.
With demand for petroleum ever 
increasing, Brylski identified some 
major challenges for the transporta-
tion fuel industry. The greatest chal-
lenge, Brylski said, is that “we are at 
or near peak production right now. 
The era of cheap oil is over.”
Brylski compared the quest for 
new sources of oil to the search for 
new land during the Age of Discovery. 
“We’ve found all the major deposits, 
all the major landmasses,” Brylski 
said. “All that’s left are the small 
islands.”
According to Brylski, the declin-
ing number of new oil discoveries 
can be compared to the tail end of a 
bell curve, with fewer and fewer dis-
coveries over time. Because produc-
tion can never outstrip discovery, oil 
production will not be able to keep 
pace with increasing demand.
Though we will never run out of 
oil completely, Brylski said that oil 
will soon become too expensive to 
use as a fuel, leaving the dwindling 
supply for chemicals and plastics.
Once he had pointed out the 
problems associated with humans’ 
current reliance on petroleum, 
Brylski began to describe biodiesel 
as a means of reducing some of that 
reliance.
“Biodiesel” is an umbrella term 
for a number of organic compounds 
that can be used as fuel after being 
made from waste oils derived from 
animal and vegetable products.
Brylski briefly described the 
chemical process used to produce 
biodiesel, a process called “trans-
esterification.”
During transesterification, fat 
molecules known as triglycerides 
are broken down into simpler com-
pounds, called methyl esters, which 
can be used in biodiesel. A common 
organic compound called glycerin 
is also released as a byproduct of 
the procedure. The raw materials 
for biodiesel production can be fat 
molecules from waste animal mate-
rial, recycled grease or oils derived 
from seeds such as soybeans. These 
materials are combined with metha-
nol and potassium hydroxide, two 
hazardous chemicals, to complete 
the transesterification.
Producing biodiesel is practical 
because it makes use of waste oils 
and excess production of vegetable 
oils to create a fuel that decreases 
dependence on foreign oil and is 
somewhat renewable, or at least “sort 
of carbon neutral,” Brylski said.
Brylski strongly warned his audi-
ence that biodiesel was not a solu-
tion. Though biodiesel as an alterna-
tive fuel might “save a few pennies 
and do good for the environment, we 
are looking at a new world not domi-
nated by a few sources [of energy] in 
the near future.”
With the future of energy in 
diversity and new discovery, Brylski 
concluded that the “energy field is 
wide open” and that “people look-
ing at careers in energy are in pretty 
good shape.”
Speaker assesses the benefits of biodiesel
Michael Schreiber
Copy Editor
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Saturday benefit concert for Haiti
Conservatory students, led 
by Professor Janet Anthony, are 
holding a Haitian Benefit Concert 
Saturday, Nov. 22 from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. in Harper Hall. The concert 
will raise money for relief efforts in 
Haiti after the country was ravaged 
by four hurricanes last summer.
This benefit hits home for many 
conservatory students who have 
traveled to Haiti with Anthony to 
attend and teach music programs 
at local schools. The students are 
immersed in Haitian culture, and 
they hold a special place in their 
hearts for the people they meet 
there.
A few Lawrentians were in Haiti 
when Hurricane Faye struck. Junior 
Carolyn Armstrong explained her 
experience in Port-au-Prince: “We 
went walking in the city [before 
the hurricane] and people looked 
depressed, there was a weird vibe, 
and people were worried.”
Port-au-Prince was not hit hard 
by Faye, but the small town of 
Jacmel on the other side of the 
island, where Armstrong had been 
teaching weeks before, was devas-
tated.
“There is a huge deforesta-
tion problem due to the economic 
situation in Haiti. This leads to 
mudslides during hurricane season, 
which have washed away homes and 
entire villages,” said Armstrong.
Saturday’s concert will feature 
Haitian music and dancing with 
performances by the SonShine 
Singers of First United Methodist 
Church, the Kaukauna High School 
Orchestra, the Lawrence Academy 
String Project, and the Friends of 
Haiti Chamber Orchestra, conduct-
ed by Jean Rudy Perrault and made 
up of conservatory students.
The concert is free, but there 
is a suggested donation of $5 for 
students, $10 for adults, and $25 
for families. All proceeds will go to 
hurricane relief and the music and 
education programs Anthony works 
with in Haiti.
Carolyn Schultz
Staff  Writer
CAMPUS BARBER SHOP
BRAD HIETPAS Prop.
Corner of WASHINGTON and DURKEE Streets
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Thursday, Nov. 13 four Lawrence 
University employees shared four 
unique versions of what it is like to 
be a queer parent in Appleton. While 
each tale differed in content and 
detail, several patterns emerged: All 
parents like to dress their children 
up as animals in ridiculous costumes 
and all parents worry that their chil-
dren will not be accepted by others. 
In the case of children with queer 
parents, instead of having just two 
people love them, they often have 
a whole entourage that defies the 
traditional family unit and spoils 
them rotten.
The event, sponsored by GLOW, 
took place in Wriston Auditorium 
at 8 p.m. After taking turns shar-
ing their stories, the panel opened 
the floor up to questions from the 
audience, which was comprised of 
students of all sexual orientations 
and a handful of Appleton commu-
nity members.
Nancy Wall, the associate dean 
of faculty and associate professor 
of biology, spoke first. Because of 
its conservative reputation, Wall was 
tentative about the Midwest at first, 
but quickly found both Appleton 
and Lawrence to be welcoming. “I 
have been really lucky, very fortu-
nate,” she said after describing the 
positive reactions of her neighbors.
After moving to Appleton, she 
and her partner decided to have a 
child. While they perused the sperm 
catalogue, which lists everything 
from hair color to height to medical 
history, the couple decided instead to 
pair with two close friends who were 
willing to “donate to the cause.”
Now, Wall’s child benefits from 
“too many overeducated parents.” 
Although the fam-
ily is nontradi-
tional in that four 
parents are pres-
ent in the child’s 
life, it works well 
in what Wall calls 
an “almost story-
book” way.
N i c o l e 
Buenzli, associ-
ate director of 
admissions, is a 
proud parent of 
twin girls, Anya 
and Sophie, who 
were born June 
25. After speak-
ing with Wall, 
looking into co-
parenting and 
reading different books, Buenzli and 
her partner decided that “we wanted 
the kids to be ours, and only ours.” 
Therefore, the couple began search-
ing an on-line sperm system that 
lists “anything [the donor] has ever 
done.” Buenzli decided to bear the 
child, and so the couple searched 
for a candidate that would be similar 
to her partner in appearance and 
interest.
During her portion of the talk, 
Buenzli highlighted some of the 
obstacles she has faced as a queer 
parent. Luckily, she found a physi-
cian who not only warned her of 
the possibility of having twins, but 
also allowed her partner access to 
important medical records, a right 
not given by current Wisconsin 
legislation. Likewise, Buenzli was 
concerned with what her daughters 
would call her. While Buenzli feels 
attached to the idea of being a 
mother, especially after giving birth, 
she realizes that it is important not 
to get hung up on labels.
Ben Rinehart, assistant profes-
sor of art, hates the word part-
ner because “it sounds like a rodeo 
thing.” He became a queer parent 
when his partner’s cousin was look-
ing for someone to adopt her child. 
Although Rinehart’s mother pre-
dicted that the birth mother would 
change her mind about giving up the 
child, he and his partner were the 
first ones to hold and feed the baby, 
whom they named Harper.
Since Harper’s 
birth, Rinehart 
has had a good 
amount of con-
tact with the birth 
mother. However, 
unlike the last 
two scenarios, the 
medical history of 
Harper’s biological 
father is unknown, 
which poses some 
complications for 
queer parents.
When it came 
to name-calling, 
Rinehart was “will-
ing to be Mama.” 
Rinehart also 
struggled with 
Wisconsin legisla-
tion pertaining to 
his and Harper’s rights. Fortunately, 
he and his partner were able to co-
adopt Harper at the same time in 
another state. The couple is interest-
ed in having more children so that 
Harper can have a brother or sister. 
A close friend has even offered to 
have a child for them in the future.
Megan Pickett, associate profes-
sor of physics, came to Lawrence 
in the fall of 2006. In her story, she 
highlighted some of the legal battles 
that queer parents face. Pickett also 
grew up in a religious background. 
Despite stereotypes that religion and 
queer issues are at odds, during dif-
ficult times, she found that “some 
of the nuns that I feared were the 
most supportive.” Distance is also a 
factor in Pickett’s relationship with 
her family, which creates challenges 
for any kind of relationship, queer 
or otherwise.
Each presenter shared pictures 
of his or her kids, which depicted the 
children with their families, during 
holidays and simply being ridicu-
lously cute. The dark auditorium 
was filled with hushed “awwws” as 
audience members looked into the 
happy faces of children whose par-
ents fought so hard to keep and love 
them.
Queer parenting: More than cute baby photos
Jamie Gajewski
Staff  Writer
Stuffed Portabella Mushrooms
Mushrooms are one of my favor-
ite ingredients. Their earthy taste 
pairs really well with fresh thyme.
3 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 cup coarse bread crumbs
1 medium onion, finely 
chopped
1 tablespoon minced garlic
5 medium portabella mush-
rooms (3/4 lb), stems removed
1/4 cup diced red bell pepper
1/3 cup freshly grated parme-
san cheese
1/2 teaspoon fresh thyme
1/2 cup dry white wine
Salt and pepper
1. Dice one of the portabella mush-
rooms. Sauteé with onions and gar-
lic in olive oil until onions are soft.
2. Place the cooked mushroom and 
the garlic and onion in a bowl and 
combine with bread crumbs, red 
pepper, parmesan cheese, thyme 
and salt and pepper to taste.
3. Add one egg and 1/4 cup of 
wine.
4. Place the four portabella caps 
on a baking sheet or casserole dish 
with edges. Fill each cap with the 
filling. Pour the remaining 1/4 cup 
of wine onto the sheet.
5. Bake at 350 for 20-25 minutes, or 
until the tops are lightly browned 
and the mushrooms are cooked 
through.
You can also drizzle a little 
truffle olive oil on top of the mush-
rooms before serving for an extra 
rich and earthy taste.
Chris McGeorge
Chef
From our kitchen to yours: 
Chef Chris McGeorge
Photo courtesy of  Chris McGeorge
Visiting Professor of English 
Emily Bowles-Smith gave a talk titled 
“Feminists: Tattooed sex objects, 
docile embroiderers, man killers 
— or women (and men) just like 
you and me?” Monday, Nov. 17. 
The event, sponsored by the Gender 
Studies Department and the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs was the first 
of three that OMA will present this 
term.
Bowles-Smith, who has an admit-
ted weakness for long titles, has 
published several articles on sev-
enteenth- and eighteenth-century 
female writers. On Monday, she read 
aloud a portion of an essay she had 
written on two works by Restoration 
dramatist Aphra Behn. She began 
with “Oroonoko,” a travel narrative 
that involves slaves in Surinam, tat-
toos and one death by disembowel-
ment. 
Bowles-Smith noted that while 
Aphra Behn would not have called 
herself a feminist — the term did 
not really mean what it does now 
until the late nineteenth century 
— the way that she writes about the 
objectified and “fetishized” body of 
one tattooed female slave is some-
thing worth considering in light of 
contemporary feminist theory.
Her essay then took up the theme 
of needlework and a nun who makes 
it into what Bowles-Smith called “gen-
dered resistance.” In “The History of 
the Nun,” a cunning Isabella kills two 
pursuers with one needle when she 
sews a sack, carrying the dead body 
of a man she has already murdered, 
to her husband’s own clothing when 
he is about to throw the body into a 
river. This statement surely present-
ing something for audience mem-
bers to ponder.
What does Bowles-Smith herself 
ponder when she isn’t dissecting 
travel narratives and nuns-turned-
double-murderers? “I like to find 
ways of opening up conversations 
between historical literature and 
contemporary feminism,” she said. 
Fittingly, she closed the talk by ask-
ing several questions of her audi-
ence. One such question was “What 
does embodied resistance to gen-
dered norms mean to you?”
Bowles-Smith was well-received 
by her audience which included 
many gender studies majors, some 
of whom hung around after the talk 
to chat with their professor. One 
student said, “I liked that she took 
gender studies, something usually 
studied in a classroom setting, into 
a public forum.”
For those interested in further 
exploring feminism, Bowles-Smith 
suggested two student groups. V-
Day meets Mondays at 7 p.m. and 
Downer Feminist Council meets 
Wednesdays at 8:30 p.m., both in the 
second floor lounge of the Diversity 
Center.
Bowles-Smith presents on feminism
rachel russell
for The Lawrentian
I walked out of the Chapel with 
the glazed stare of somebody who 
had just witnessed something BIG. 
My body was numb and my head 
was fuzzy. Coherent thoughts were 
completely out of the question.  
Mine was only one of the many 
reactions to the film “Apparition of 
the Eternal Church” by Paul Festa, 
shown at Lawrence Nov. 11. In fact, 
the film was based around reactions 
— Festa had people from all walks of 
life listen to the song “L'Apparition 
de L’Eglise Eternelle” or “Apparition 
of the Eternal Church” by Olivier 
Messiaen. They were asked to give 
their reactions to the music while 
they listened to it. What was pro-
duced is unexpected, real and alto-
gether human. As the strains of 
the monumental song thundered on 
their headphones, the interviewees 
laughed, cried, went on rants and 
quietly meditated, but one thing was 
for sure — each had an emotional 
response. 
The music, which was unheard by 
the audience for the majority of the 
film, evoked the interviewees’ mem-
ories of childhood, sorrow, parents 
and sexual encounters, as well as 
fantasies about the Final Judgment, 
natural disasters, orgasms and Hell. 
Messiaen himself played on 
themes of torture, violence and sex in 
religion when he wrote “L'Apparition 
de L’Eglise Eternelle.” Festa incorpo-
rated these themes into the latter 
part of the film. Following quota-
tions from Friedrich Nietzsche and 
William Blake’s “Marriage of Heaven 
and Hell,” a list of gruesome ends 
that people have met for the sake 
of religion flashed like gunfire on 
the screen until the words became 
imperceptible. 
The film showing was synced 
with a live performance of 
“L'Apparition de L’Eglise Eternelle” 
played on the organ. As the sono-
rous chords echoed throughout the 
Chapel, it was the closest thing to 
complete and total abandon I have 
ever felt. I was no longer aware of 
myself or the people around me, but 
was overwhelmed by a sense of awe. 
It was beautiful and terrible at the 
same time.
“The Apparition of the Eternal 
Church” is a film that examines what 
it means to experience something 
bigger than yourself. The elements 
of religion, emotion, violence and 
sex in the film bring to light the 
collision between the human and 
the divine, the emotional and the 
spiritual.
“apparition of the eternal Church” comes to Lawrence
Katy hillbo
news Editor
This past Tuesday Greenfire held its annual Clean Plate Challenge, 
scraping the plates of Downer diners as they finished their meals in 
an effort to bring awareness to the issue of food waste. The nearly 
five hundred students who ate at Downer from 5-7 p.m. discarded 80 
pounds of edible food and four gallons of beverages.
While some food waste is inevitable, there are steps we can all take 
to reduce that waste. When trying a new food item, take a small amount 
so little is thrown away if you dislike it. Also, take less than you need 
when you are serving yourself food and beverages. You can always go 
back for more, but you cannot return what you do not consume.
Reducing food waste at Downer saves money because less food 
needs to be purchased; the extra funds then go towards purchasing 
foods of higher quality, which is something everyone with tastebuds 
can appreciate.
If you would like to learn more about the Clean Plate Challenge, or 
the Greenfire environmental club in general, join us at our meetings. 
They are held every Thursday at 8:30 p.m. in Sabin House.
Clean Plate Challenge
by Brittany Oleson
Photo by Mike Korcek
nancy Wall, nicole Buenzli, Ben rinehart and Megan Pickett shared their experiences as queer parents.
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Timothy X. Troy has not one, but 
two plays opening this month. The 
first “The Sparks Fly Upward,” by 
law professor and Holocaust scholar 
Cathy Lesser Mansfield from Drake 
University, follows three families 
caught up in Germany during the Nazi 
regime. The second is “Cinderella,” a 
theatrical adaptation of the 1957 
Rodgers and Hammerstein telefilm, 
premiers on Nov. 20 at 8:00 p.m in 
Stansbury Theatre. Bringing these 
stories of genocide and war, of 
love and hope to life on the stage, 
requires an understanding of a vast 
scope of human sciences, a demand 
that Professor Troy is capable of and 
enjoys meeting. 
Professor Troy did most of his 
growing up in Racine, Wis. in an 
Irish-Italian Catholic household. In 
high school he was “the kid who 
played football and did plays the 
rest of the year.” He then came to 
Lawrence to earn his B.A. in History 
of Ideas while still doing a lot of 
Theatre. “I was a History major,” he 
said, “because I knew that if I was 
going to be a director I would have 
to know the social context and the 
history behind the great works of 
theatrical literature.”
He pursued his interest in Theatre 
and directing further through gradu-
ate level studies at the University 
of Iowa. “The best experiences,” he 
recalled, “were working on plays 
with really good young playwrights 
and finding ways to use the resourc-
es of the department to make that 
theatrical vision come to life.”
After grad school, Professor Troy 
returned to Lawrence, teaching on 
sabbatical from 1989 to 1992 while 
still freelancing as a director and 
working on a number of productions 
in the Midwest. He was exclusively a 
freelance professional director for 
roughly ten years before he began 
teaching full-time.
“What I bring to my teaching 
is not only that ten year span of 
professional directing,” said Troy, 
“but I’ve continued a lot of profes-
sional directing even since I have 
been teaching, not as much as I did 
then but a lot of it.” His experience 
here in Lawrence “as a grown-up” 
has been longer than when he was 
a student; he graduated in 1985 and 
has been teaching here for the last 
twelve years. 
In 2004, Timothy X Troy was 
honored with the Freshman Studies 
teaching prize. “I love teaching 
Freshman Studies. It’s one of the 
great gestures of our education 
because we as faculty do exactly 
what we’re expecting our students 
to do which is to bring openness and 
engagement to material we’re not 
already familiar with.” A liberal arts 
setting, Professor Troy feels, is the 
best place to explore Theatre. 
“There is nothing that separates 
your whole educational program and 
doing Theater,” said Troy, “the fact 
that you’re a Theater major and tak-
ing classes elsewhere in the college 
isn’t a separate activity. Everything 
you know, as an artist in the Theater, 
you can bring and you should be 
bringing.”
“Cinderella” has been coming 
together slowly for some time now. 
“I’ve been hoping to do a Rodgers 
and Hammerstein for a while here,” 
says Professor Troy, “I wanted to 
be sure we had enough orchestra 
resources before we did it because 
typically Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
scoring as musicals is very lush and 
full.” Lawrence Symphony Orchestra 
and Music Director Philip A. Swan’s 
contributions were key to the pro-
duction. When asked why he picked 
Cinderella, Professor Troy replied, 
“The story is deceptively complex. 
We all think we know the story 
because it’s so familiar and because 
it’s been done so many different 
ways but Rodgers and Hammerstein 
have a particular take on Cinderella’s 
journey and it's one that highly val-
ues imagination and a noble heart.” 
One thing he warns his cast and 
crew is not to “Disney-fy” it and inad-
vertently quote or allude to some-
thing done in previous treatments. 
In order to find a new way of tell-
ing such a familiar story, Professor 
Troy chose a particular historical 
lens to work with: “I asked us to go 
through the mental experiment of 
pretending that we were Victorian 
era people looking back at a par-
ticular art movement and I picked 
the Pre-Raphaelite movement. That 
period just offered a lot of wonder-
ful approaches, a couple of which 
are a vibrant and saturated use of 
color and a storytelling approach to 
the visual image.”
When asked what audiences 
should expect from his treatment, 
he said, “We are rich with talent here 
at Lawrence so you will expect a 
very high degree of musicality, very 
confident acting and presenting of 
the story.”
In winter, Professor Troy will 
be directing the Opera “L’Etoile” 
by Emmanuel Chabrier. Along with 
directing Professor Troy is also 
focusing on playwriting. “I spent 
more time working on developing 
other people’s plays and directing. 
I remembered that I made a prom-
ise to rededicate myself as a play-
wright and I’m glad to say that I 
have.” Currently two of his plays 
“The Dublin Journal” and “The Life 
of Me” are under consideration at 
Theatres in the US, UK, and Ireland 
for development. 
His commitment to Lawrence is 
based on his belief in the core mis-
sion of the university, “I believe in 
liberal arts and I think it's the best 
way to be an artist, to be an educated 
person and to be an active, thought-
ful citizen.”
Naveed Islam
Staff  Writer
Secret lives of our profs
Timothy X. Troy on “Cinderella” 
Photo by naveed islam
Troy is the director of  rodgers and 
hammerstein's “Cinderella”.
Spring term final exams ended 
on June 12. At 6 p.m. I rushed out of 
Briggs to pack up my room and head 
for home. The next morning, after 
cramming too many belongings into 
a rented car, I rode from Appleton to 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Nine hours later 
I was on the road 
again, this time to 
Chicago.
The week prior, 
I had accepted a 
job collecting sig-
natures to get the 
N a d e r / G o n z a l e z 
Presidential Ticket 
onto state ballot 
lines. Illinois was 
stop one. There I 
met up with fellow 
petitioners from 
random parts of the 
country. The 25 of 
us were all staying in 
a hotel in Elmhurst, 
which is just a few 
minutes from down-
town Chicago. Some 
were college-aged, 
most were in their 
late twenties, oth-
ers were in their 30s 
or 40s. The variety drawn to the 
job was immediately surprising. We 
had anarchist Texans, a guy with 
a tattooed skeletal hand over his 
right fist, an accountant, a professor 
and Justin Jeffre from the band 98 
degrees.
The days were spent on the 
streets talking to people and engag-
ing them in civic conversation. We 
handed out small issue cards and 
asked people to sign our petitions to 
place Ralph Nader and Matt Gonzalez 
on the ballot so that people who 
wanted to vote for them could. Later 
in June, we finished with Illinois, so 
we began dispersing to other states. 
Ballot access in the U.S. is in terrible 
shape: each state has different rules, 
forms, requirements, and deadlines, 
but that’s for another discussion.
It was Maryland next, followed 
by West Virginia in late July, then 
Maine in early August. I spent about 
7 weeks — 7 days a week, over 
twelve hours a day — talking to 
people and walking around various 
towns. I petitioned crowds on the 
fourth of July, was in a car accident, 
met Ralph Nader for the first time, 
collected about 5000 signatures and 
spoke with tens of thousands of 
people.
When I went home in August 
to finally unpack and relax briefly 
before returning to Lawrence, I decid-
ed I didn’t want the experience to be 
over. I called the Campaign Manager 
and the National Coordinator to 
work out a plan for further involve-
ment. Sept. 15 I flew to Washington 
DC to begin work as one of two 
National College Coordinators.
The other coordinator, Christina, 
and I formed student groups all 
across the country. We helped them 
plan events, spread the word on 
their campuses, and involve other 
students in a progressive movement, 
ending up with 263 campus chapters 
nationwide. I also edited campaign 
texts and managed the nationwide 
tours of our youth spokesperson and 
that of Mr. Gonzalez. Occasionally I 
was able to escape our rather hid-
den office to go to protests, rallies, 
debates, press con-
ferences and other 
gatherings.
As of today, 
Nov. 19, I am sit-
ting in my office in 
the campaign head-
quarters. I worked 
on College organiz-
ing until Election 
Day, then was asked 
to stay on to handle 
media for the cam-
paign. That involves 
writing and “releas-
ing” press releases, 
editing campaign 
texts and managing 
all interviews and 
press inquiries for 
Mr. Nader. I’ll be 
returning home to 
Michigan within the 
next week or two.
This five-month 
adventure has taken me to Illinois, 
Maryland, West Virginia, Maine, 
Washington DC and New York City. 
I’ve had the great fortune of working 
closely with Mr. Nader, who needs 
no introduction but is an inspiring 
and immensely energetic 74-year-
old. I’m sure our LU administrators 
will appreciate my saying that taking 
a leave of absence from Lawrence 
was one of the best decisions in my 
life. Civic action is an essential part 
of education. It is largely missing 
from primary and secondary schools 
and is often sparse on campuses. I 
encourage anyone still reading this 
rambling message to seek out oppor-
tunities to partake in citizen organi-
On the campaign trail
Patrick Miner
Class of  2011
I spent last weekend not in 
Canada, but at home in Rochester, 
NY. Over an early dinner Sunday 
afternoon, my father offhandedly 
asked if I would be watching the 
Grey Cup, “a Canadian tradition.” I 
had absolutely no idea about what 
this might entail. My mind turned 
to competitions in areas I thought 
to be particular to Canada. Curling? 
Mounted police? Some secret, more-
elite-than-the-NHL hockey league?
“Obviously,” my dad replied, 
“the Grey Cup is the championship 
for Canadian Football.” 
“Is that soccer?” I asked, feeling 
it to be a fair question.
“You haven’t been following the 
Toronto Argonauts?” he responded.
“I’m not sure what you’re talking 
about.”
“The Argonauts — a team in the 
Canadian Football League.” 
As it turns out, Canada is home 
to its very own version of - an 
entire league of, in fact - American 
football…ish. And so, I took those 
precious few last minutes at home 
to let my father, the most Canadian 
American I have ever known, explain 
what he knew of Canadian Football 
to me.
The Canadian Football League, 
Ligue canadienne de football, is 
pretty much the same as the NFL, 
but with a number of distinct dif-
ferences. More specifically, what the 
Canadians seem to have done is to 
take American football and make it 
just a little bit harder. The first nota-
ble variation is that the CFL plays on 
a 110-yard field. Though running 30 
extra feet to score might not seem 
like that substantial a feat, allow 
me to mention that in Canadian 
football, each team only gets three 
downs instead of four, demanding 
either much smarter play or a lot of 
turnover. 
If on a kick-off or punt the ball 
makes it to the opposite end-zone 
— “Which,” my dad was sure to 
remind me of, “is really hard on a 
110-yard field” — and the opposing 
team chooses not to return the ball, 
the ball will be placed on the 20-yard 
line, as in American football. The 
trick comes in that the team that 
kicked the ball gets a point. I later 
asked a Canadian friend about this 
practice, and she replied, “I don’t 
know anything about football, but 
that sounds like good, old-fashioned 
Canadian fairness to me. I’ll believe 
it.” 
I asked my father how many 
teams were in “this mighty Canadian 
Football League,” at which point my 
mother yelled, “THREE!” from the 
laundry room. 
“A LOT,” my dad retorted stern-
ly. “There’s Toronto, Vancouver, 
Montréal, probably Calgary…maybe 
Edmonton…” He struggled to defend 
himself. “I mean, there must be six 
teams, because things aren’t worth 
doing unless there are six.” I felt this 
to be a good rule of thumb for all 
aspects of life. 
As it turns out, there are eight 
teams in the CFL, and I can’t resist 
listing the names: Toronto Argonauts 
of course, the Hamilton Tiger-Cats, 
the Montréal Alouettes, the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers, the British Columbia 
Lions, the Calgary Stampeders, the 
Edmonton Eskimos, and, my favor-
ite, the Saskatchewan Roughriders. 
Confusingly, the past of the CFL has 
seen teams from the Southern and 
Western United States — the finest 
among these were clearly the “Las 
Vegas Posse” and the “Shreveport 
Pirates.” 
The CFL has a few great pieces 
of trivia surrounding its history. In 
the 1960s, the last time an exhibi-
tion game between an NFL team and 
a CFL team occurred, the Hamilton 
Tiger-Cats beat the Buffalo Bills. 
Additionally, at one point, actor 
John Candy and hockey star Wayne 
Gretzky were part owners of the 
Toronto Argonauts. 
Join thousands of Canadians in 
watching the Grey Cup Championship 
game of “Canada’s Second-Most 
Popular Sport” this Saturday, where 
the  ferocious Alouettes are predict-
ed to destroy the Stampeders, three 
downs at a time.
This week in Canada: Canadian football?
Sue Spang
Class of  2007
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Patrick Miner, sophomore, stands with presidential candidate ralph nader at the election party.
“We all think we know 
the story because it’s so 
familiar and because it’s 
been done so many differ-
ent ways but Rodgers and 
Hammerstein have a par-
ticular take on Cinderella’s 
journey and it's one that 
highly values imagination 
and a noble heart.”
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“Ginger pork chops with cin-
namon applesauce.”
- Christopher Corsbie
“Cranberries still shaped like 
a can.”
- Jackie Bean
“American ethnic food.”
- Fariha Ali and Christina 
Blomberg
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“What are you 
looking
forward to
eating
most on 
Thanksgiving?”
Photo poll by Sarah Page
Recently, as I enjoyed a pleas-
ant lunch at Downer, one of my 
companions suggested that I com-
ment on the potential to pick up 
honeys at Downer, and the proper 
etiquette when doing so. Personally, 
this concept is terrifying to me, 
because I hate talking to strangers, 
especially when I am trying really 
hard to ignore them, and especially 
when they are trying to “pick me 
up,” as it were.
In fact, I can really think of noth-
ing more annoying than having my 
peaceful lunch interrupted by some 
loser trying to date me, unless this 
person was Heath Ledger, who is 
actually dead, so a pleasing outcome 
here is totally impossible. At this 
point in my Lawrence career, I sup-
pose I should be more grateful that 
anyone, anyone at all, would want 
to try dating me, however, so I will 
attempt to envision this as a flatter-
ing, welcome opportunity, which I 
guess ideally, it would be.
In my estimation, there are 
several ways to endear yourself to 
potential dates while at Downer. 
The first, undoubtedly most brazen, 
and frankly, kind of annoying, is 
the uninvited sit-down. Because this 
move is so socially straining on both 
parties, conditions must be perfect. 
Trying to pull off an uninvited sit-
down during breakfast would be 
completely idiotic, because everyone 
is crabby during breakfast, and in 
fact, if the person with whom you sit 
down is not crabby during breakfast, 
even after being surprised with your 
company, this is not a person you 
should have any interest dating, or 
really even being around more than 
a little. This person is clearly unnec-
essarily perky, and would make an 
exhausting companion.
The only way this move would 
not be a monstrous failure is if you 
are in Downer at the time when they 
are serving the personal pizzas, and 
you are a stop-and-chat acquaintance 
of the person whom you are court-
ing, and if you have detected a slight 
amount of romantic interest on her 
side of the equation in the past (it 
counts if you were both inebriated, 
because otherwise, I would be giving 
you the strike zone of a midget).
Really, the late afternoon lunch is 
the ideal time for planting the seeds 
of a relationship while at Downer. 
Even if people eating the late lunch 
have lots of friends, they don’t have 
any good enough to call them to eat 
lunch at the normal time, so they’re 
probably feeling a little lonely about 
that. They also are about to wait 
for twenty minutes to eat at all, 
because those pizzas are not fast 
food, so they’re probably feeling 
a little bored. And if the situation 
is a total fail, once you separate to 
pick up your pizzas, you can each 
drift off to different dining rooms 
and pretend to have forgotten about 
each other.
The most promising, and surely 
most successful, way to strike up 
conversation with babes at Downer 
is to make a witty remark about 
the other person’s Downer activity. 
Potential comments would include 
remarks about the speed with which 
someone is collecting their food or 
the selections someone is making in 
front of you (“That tortellini looks 
good, but it would look better on 
my floor.” “That roast beef looks 
delicious, but not as delicious as 
you.” ‘Wow, I guess you were really 
hungry.”)
Although if it is a girl, you might 
want to avoid comments about the 
shear amount of food she is piling 
onto her plate. I have heard some 
girls are sensitive about how much 
they eat. These comments, when 
calculated and slightly sarcastic, 
are generally appreciated for their 
humor, and for the way in which 
they make a miserable situation (eat-
ing at Downer) enjoyable. People are 
pretty eager to laugh while they’re 
staring down at their prospective 
dinner.
I haven’t tried out any of these 
methods, because frankly, The 
Lawrentian doesn’t pay me enough 
to sit in Downer and try to flirt with 
the other poor slobs eating there. If 
I knew I was going to make bank, I’d 
hang out at Downer all day mack-
ing on unsuspecting freshmen boys 
mooning over their long-distance 
girlfriends who accidentally hooked 
up with some frat guy at the keg-
ger before the Madison game last 
Saturday. But I don’t have that kind 
of time, so you’re just going to have 
to trust me. Someone at Downer 
probably wants to date you. At least, 
if you make a lasting impression 
over the pizza bar, I can pretty much 
ensure a sweaty hookup at the ORC 
party on Friday. Zach Patrick-Riley, I 
hope this helps.
Just 
Give Up. 
Lawrence Love  with 
erin Campbell Watson
Downer Dates
Letters to the editor
What if we were all to try to defer immediate grati-
fication or forego convenience in an effort to work 
towards a better future? That empty plastic water 
bottle you just threw in the garbage — could you have 
sacrificed the convenience of getting it off your hands 
now and waited until you could put it in the recycling 
bin? Or even better, could you refrain from using dis-
posable beverage containers altogether?
A disillusioned individual may say, “but what dif-
ference does it make if a handful of people commit to 
recycling, reducing food waste, turning off the lights, 
buying sustainably/ethically grown and produced 
products whenever possible, etc. when everyone else 
continues with ‘business as usual’?”
My response: what else can we do? Where do we 
expect to end up if we hold the belief that we cannot 
be agents of positive change?
Challenge yourself. Take a shorter shower. Reduce, 
reuse, recycle — in that order. Turn off the lights. 
Speak up for something you care about. Try to take 
only the food you know you will eat in the cafeteria. 
Try not to say things about people that you wouldn’t 
tell them to their face. Bring your own mug to the Grill 
and Coffeehouse. Laugh at yourself. Celebrate the fact 
that you are a constant work-in-progress. Smile. Say 
thank you.
Make a commitment to change how YOU, yourself, 
can change today for the better.
Repeat tomorrow.
Megan Bjella
Last Friday, the biology club held a fundraiser 
for Doctors Without Borders, an effort I was excited 
to support until I found out that they were showing 
“The Dark Knight.” My stomach immediately turned. 
I had seen the movie when it first came out and was 
extremely … I am not exactly sure how I felt. The 
best I could explain to people was that I did not like 
the movie because it made me sick to my stomach. 
Never one to rant endlessly about something I cannot 
explain, I took the opportunity to view the movie again 
and explain my reaction to it. This is not meant to be 
a critique of the movie for theatrical value, nor am 
I condemning anyone who enjoys the movie, but an 
attempt to explain my emotional reaction to it.
I am a chicken when it comes to violence of any 
kind; I actually had to leave Youngchild 121 multiple 
times in order to break the intensity of the movie. 
However, as I watched the reaction of my peers to 
the movie, I realized that I wasn’t merely upset over 
the scene where the Joker impales a “bad guy’s” head 
with a pencil, or the multiple explanations for his 
scars, or when he crashes the fundraising party, add 
vicious actions and maniacal laughter ad nauseum. I 
was upset by the reaction of my peers to every single 
instance I previously described — laughter.
I was sickened while those around me laughed. 
I believe the dissonance is largely due to a lack of 
understanding of true terror, and the horror that it 
inflicts on others. Perhaps working in a domestic vio-
lence shelter has made me too sensitized to the effect 
psychological torture has on people. Perhaps growing 
up in an abusive home is the reason why such actions 
revolt me rather than amuse or entertain me.
Watching the movie, I couldn’t help but recall 
the last movie review in The Lawrentian — mainly a 
critique of our culture’s desensitization of violence 
in contrast to our discomfort with sexuality. Raised 
conservatively, I was sheltered from many “adult” 
issues in American culture which my peers faced 
early on: language, sexuality and violence. I find it 
interesting that the last one is the one which I have 
yet to become comfortable with in a movie. If I choose 
to watch a movie which portrays violence, I am much 
more likely to choose one such as “Hotel Rwanda,” or 
“Crash” because those movies examine the complex 
issues surrounding violence rather than glorifying in 
it gratuitously.
Perhaps, as a friend observed, my problem lies not 
with “The Dark Knight,” but with the American movie 
industry in general. I disagree with that statement for 
the following reason. Without getting into an in-depth 
explanation of the dynamics of abuse, I particularly 
did not like “The Dark Knight” because of the Joker 
— a character who the audience followed intensely 
— exemplifies many characteristics of an abuser, an 
individual who is commonly accepted in society, but 
whose horrifying effects I deal with on a regular basis. 
Even though the acting and special effects may be 
spectacular, the desensitization of my peers to the 
issue of violence to me matters more.
Jessica Newsome
I would like to comment upon a very heated public 
debate and make an infallible ruling. After all, this is 
my duty as the Arbiter of Right. It is evident to all that 
I am the Arbiter of Right simply because I have a Letter 
To The Editor published in The Lawrentian. It is a very 
taxing job, determining what is right, but someone 
must do it. By “right” I of course mean objectively 
right for everyone; if there is evidence that opposes 
my magnificent opinion, it is simply misleading and 
incorrect. By placing my glorious opinion on this 
subject under the direct gaze of the public in a Letter 
To The Editor, I will help all who desire to know the 
Truth. You may think of me, if you will, as the only 
person in the Boat of Truth sailing through the Sea of 
Ignorance. Fortunately for you who disagree with me, 
I am sailing towards you, tossing this article out as a 
kind of life preserver to prevent you from experienc-
ing the horrors of drowning in said Sea of Ignorance. 
Rather than simply dismissing this letter, as one 
ought to do to the fervent late night calls of an ex, 
you, dear reader, should revere the chance to bask in 
the divine light of Truth. If you do not truly grasp the 
importance of the opportunity to know my wondrous 
opinion as put forth in this Letter To The Editor, 
perhaps an analogy will help. Currently, those that 
disagree with me are about to be struck down by the 
Freight Train of Wrong. However, I am here to save 
you from that nightmarish fate by providing you with 
the Shield of Right. 
Finally, the moment you have all been waiting for: 
I am about to hand you the Shield of Right. Simply 
put, the Truth I have deigned to grace you with reads: 
chocolate pudding tastes better than vanilla pudding. 
You’re welcome, 
Ken Weinlander 
Class of 2010
Arbiter of Right
HELP THE ENV IRONMENT
Recycle this newspapeR!
ThE LAWrEnTiAn
FRIDay, NOveMBeR 21 2008
The opinions expressed in 
these editorials are those 
of  the students, faculty 
and community members 
who submitted them. All 
facts are as provided by the 
authors. The Lawrentian does 
not endorse any opinions 
piece except for the staff  
editorial, which represents 
a majority of  the editorial 
board. The Lawrentian wel-
comes everyone to submit 
their own opinions using the 
parameters outlined in the 
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OPINIONS & eDItOrIaLS
“Is Downer open?”
- Steve Schnorr
“Turkey!”
- Paul Stevens, Brent Nathan, 
and Jake Cihla
“Vegan pumpkin pie.”
- Leslie Martin
“Tamales!”
- Chelsea Wantland
STAFF EDITORIAL
As the date of Lawrence’s second convocation draws near, some might be prudent to wonder 
where convocations lie on our list of priorities. Convocations are wonderful events our university 
stages, bringing thinkers with outside perspectives to speak about their areas of expertise. 
Our own Web site advertises five convocations a year, but this year we only have four, including 
the president’s matriculation. In the eighties and nineties, the number of convocations numbered, 
on average, seven or eight each year. While there have certainly been noteworthy speakers in recent 
years, Convocation series of the past set a standard of quality that, in the Beck administration, we 
have thus far been unable to uphold. 
This year, over an academic calendar spanning thirty-three weeks, we are hosting three speakers, 
thus bringing in only three outside perspectives. Are convocations really a consistent program if they 
really only bring one outside perspective to our campus a term?
The intellectual intent of convocations is nice, but maybe it is time to examine their practical 
effect. These events, given the complete backing of the university, sometimes pale in compari-
son to speakers brought in by mere student-run campus organizations. For instance, the College 
Republicans brought in columnist and actor Ben Stein in 2007, while Greenfire hosted Chris Paine, 
the director of the acclaimed documentary “Who Killed the Electric Car?”   
 The publicity, stress and attention we give the convocations may be unfounded if they only 
happen about once a term and fail to live up to the precedents set both by other campus speakers 
and the program’s history. To expose Lawrence students to outside perspectives and even advertise 
convocations the way we are, it is required to have them more frequently. 
Convocations are indicative of Lawrence’s attitude towards many of their programs, good inten-
tions and publicity with somewhat paltry execution.
Consistent convocations
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It seems lately that all the col-
umns in The Lawrentian are about 
the recent election of Barack Obama 
as the next president of the United 
States. “Change!” the columns read. 
“Things will be different under 
Obama. It’s history in the making!” 
Okay, it’s true, don’t get me wrong, 
the election of an African American 
president is historic, and a lot of 
things will change under the Obama 
Administration. The economy may 
be fixed, the War in Iraq may end, 
our image abroad may be renewed, 
and, if you believe in miracles, we 
will enact universal health care. 
Sure, all these things might hap-
pen. But what I’m most anxious 
about is not the economy — though 
it is frightening to think I will be 
entering it and the job market in a 
little over 6 months — nor the US 
image abroad, though this will be 
a major bonus to any globetrotting 
I do in the future. What I am most 
concerned about, as you might have 
guessed, is the state of our national 
and global environment, and the US 
contribution to carbon emissions 
and anthropogenic climate change. 
Through the past several admin-
istrations — yes, the Clinton years 
too — US commitment to global cli-
mate change initiatives has been, let’s 
see, less than adequate? Ineffective? 
Imaginary? Puerile? I could pick any 
number of adjectives, but the point 
is, there really has been no seri-
ous commitment to climate change, 
alternative energy or preserving our 
natural environment since Carter’s 
stringent gas mileage standards 
were enacted, some of which have 
actually gotten less stringent in 
years since. 
During the Bush 
Administration in 
particular, special 
interests have dic-
tated what policies 
prevail, often at the 
cost of natural spac-
es and overuse of 
natural resources. 
As Annie Leonard 
notes in “The Story 
of Stuff” (http://
www.storyofstuff.
com), after 9/11, when the Bush 
administration had the opportunity 
to retool the economy with renew-
able energy policies in the interest 
of reducing American dependence 
on foreign oil, the President instead 
encouraged us to shop, shop, shop, 
to prove the American dream by 
consuming much more than our 
share of the global resource base.
Barack Obama promises that his 
first priority will be an economic 
stimulus package that will create as 
a byproduct 5 million new “green 
collar” jobs. By encouraging energy 
efficient cars and homes, Obama 
plans to save our economy, decrease 
US dependence on foreign oil, and 
solve global warming all in one fell 
swoop. Of course, he realizes that 
this will take time — a lot of time 
— which is why he sets emissions 
reductions goals to the terribly ambi-
tious tune of reaching 1990 levels 
by 2020. For com-
parison, the Kyoto 
Protocol, which the 
US did not, has not, 
and will not sign, 
asked for a reduc-
tion of US emis-
sions to 7 percent 
below 1990 levels 
by 2012. 
Furthermore, 
Obama’s specific 
mechanisms for 
emissions reduc-
tions are primarily limited to cap-
and-trade efforts, the old school of 
thought for reducing human impacts 
on the climate and environment. 
Even if more stringent requirements 
are set, managing global warming 
by cap-and-trade efforts is putting a 
Band-Aid on a gaping wound and not 
addressing the source of the prob-
lem. Efforts are needed upstream 
of capping-and-trading, in the form 
of non-emitting energy sources 
that will result in drastic emissions 
reductions. 
Personally, I would like to see 
the Obama Administration conduct a 
more ambitious rethinking of all the 
ways in which our society impacts 
the environment — consumption 
of natural resources, destruction 
of the biosphere, accumulation of 
wastes and pollutants — in addi-
tion to a discussion of large-scale 
anthropogenic climate change. A 
more holistic and interdisciplinary 
focus on all aspects of a sustainable 
society would require mobilization 
of a force of bodies and brains larger 
even than that which got Obama 
elected, but would result a sustain-
able US on par to compete with 
current sustainability and climate 
change initiatives in Europe.
On Nov. 5, the day after the elec-
tion, a headline in the British daily 
news publication The Guardian, read 
“Obama victory signals rebirth of 
US environmental policy.” Perhaps 
it is good to be optimistic about 
the future. Without the optimism 
of the thousands of people who 
worked for the Obama campaign, 
I might not be writing this right 
now. However, many decisions of 
the Administration-elect have yet to 
come, and let’s not forget about the 
all-important activities of Congress. 
Much remains to be seen of the 
forthcoming works of the Obama 
team. The only thing I can say before 
Jan. 20 is that “we’ll see.”
Jess Vogt
Columnist
My two cents on Obama, energy and the environment
With all this talk about what 
we think are problems on our cam-
pus, maybe we’re just ignoring the 
elephant in the room: the climate. I 
come from Milwaukee, and thinking 
I could handle ice and snow, decided 
to travel only an hour and a half 
north for college. I had no idea that 
going to college in Appleton was 
such a Shakletonion task. 
Maybe the real way to woo stu-
dents to our campus is to situate 
ourselves where the word “winter” 
fails to represent the six months of 
permafrost clinging to frozen, rocky 
ground. The new campus center will 
be beautiful and convenient, but is 
only really a boon to the students in 
Sage, because the extra two blocks 
it requires students to walk from 
Kohler may just convince them to 
transfer en masse to the University 
of Miami.
I can usually make it to class in 
December without lifting my feet by 
just skating across the ice sheet that 
used to be a sidewalk. The fifteen 
pounds everyone gains at college 
tend to be a positive at Lawrence, 
a behavior similar to bears gorging 
before hibernation. Our campus also 
begins to understand why Wisconsin 
consumes more brandy than any 
other place in the world. Sometimes 
a coat just is not enough to protect 
from the stinging wind-chill.
I was talking to my friend who 
goes to college in California about 
her nasty case of strep throat, and 
halfway through the conversation, 
I realized that even with a painful 
virus and chilling fever, she prob-
ably felt better than I did venturing 
outside every day. She was at least 
suffering in shorts, while the last 
time I saw the sun on television I 
had trouble recognizing it. I tend 
to keep my shades closed in winter, 
because a look outside can make me 
consider leaping out.
Maybe the real estate crisis and 
devaluation of ex-burban homes 
can teach Lawrence the cardinal 
rule of real estate still holds true 
— location, location, location. We 
can still pretend to be tortured 
intellectuals even without both our 
workloads and climate demanding 
it of us, so let’s address our one 
real issue. Maybe we’ll be in a good 
enough mood to try tackling the 
Lawrence's real issue
Mac Watson
Opinions & Editorials Editor
600 W. College
920-749-1111
NO COUPON NECESSARY 
OPEN 'TIL 3AM
FREE DELIVERY
LU STUDENT 
DISCOUNT:
$3.00 off a 
16" pizza
$1.00 off 
any pizza
Alex,
Does your
section have 
photos?
Dear Mac Watson,
Please put me
on payroll.
Love,
A columnist who hasn’t 
been paid this term
The Lawrence University Chamber 
Orchestra invited guest musician 
Jing Wang to perform with them 
Saturday, Nov. 15. The orchestra 
performed a beautiful and moving 
rendition of Beethoven’s well-known 
“Fifth Symphony,” as well as an origi-
nal piece by Joseph Koykkar. Both 
pieces were presented with beautiful 
dynamics that held the audience cap-
tive until the final resolutions.
Beethoven’s “Fifth Symphony,” 
a traditional orchestral piece, pre-
sented a wonderful but powerful 
contrast to Koykarr’s contemporary 
“Cosmic Code: Suite for Chamber 
Orchestra.” The incredible execution 
of each piece was no surprise due to 
the fact that most audience mem-
bers were well aware of the immense 
talent of Lawrence musicians. What 
seemed to intrigue the audience 
most was the instrument played by 
Jing Wang: the erhu.
The erhu is a Chinese violin-like 
instrument which dates back to the 
12th century. The instrument pro-
duces a thin, nasally sound similar 
to that of a violin by moving a bow 
horizontally between its two strings. 
The name “erhu” comes from the 
Chinese word for “two,” “er,” because 
of its two strings. Jing Wang per-
formed “Rhapsody No. 1 for Erhu 
and Orchestra” with such grace and 
talent that it was often easy to for-
get that the instrument she used to 
produce such sounds was composed 
simply of two silk strings and a hol-
low wooden chamber.
Even with such a simplistic 
shape, the instrument was able to 
reach a large range of notes, almost 
three octaves. It’s a testament to 
both Jing Wang’s obvious talent and 
to the cliché that it is indeed “a gift 
to be simple.”
Lawrence University has offered 
several opportunities throughout 
the year for students to experience 
international music. Such attention 
to diversity gives students wonder-
ful exposure to cultures outside our 
own without having to travel.
When asked about her thoughts 
on the idea of allowing students to 
experience foreign culture through 
music, one student commented, 
“I think it’s a great thing. A lot 
of people probably would never in 
their lives hear something like [the 
erhu] unless it’s brought right to 
them, and this is an awesome way of 
doing that.” While the concert itself 
was an excellent experience, even 
more powerful was the worldliness 
gained by audience members by sim-
ply experiencing the music of Jing 
Wang’s erhu.
ThE LAWrEnTiAn
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Guest violinist brings exposure to international music
ellis Mosier
Staff  Writer
From the opening scene of Sam 
Shepard’s “Fool for Love,” it was 
clear that director and Lawrence 
senior Tim Dunnell was not afraid to 
make adjustments to suit his audi-
ence and actors, but most especially 
to suit his vision of Shepard’s artistic 
nature.
The first thing audiences heard 
as they gathered Nov. 13 and 14 
in Cloak Theatre was Guster’s 
“Demons,” chosen as the back-
ground music to the introductory 
scene added by Dunnell.
The lighting was low. The quar-
reling actors mouthed angry words, 
but made no sound — all of this was 
of Dunnell’s design, not Shepard’s. 
To some, it might seem to have been 
a risky move to set the tone for the 
rest of the play with a scene not 
indicated by the writer.
Yet for Dunnell, leaving room for 
the director to make adjustments 
is part of the inherent style of Sam 
Shepard. Said Dunnell, “The interest-
ing thing about Shepard’s writing, 
I feel, is that he kind of builds a 
framework and lets you apply what 
you want to it. He’s not the typical 
dramatic action type of playwright. 
There’s an emphasis on stream of 
consciousness, but not a lot of stuff 
actually happens within the play.”
This seemed true enough, as 
the most significant conflicts and 
themes within the play came not 
from typical plot developments, but 
rather from disclosures, reflections 
and discrepancies regarding the 
characters’ pasts.
Two on-again, off-again lovers, 
Eddie and May, played by Jem Herron 
and Brune Macary, respectively, each 
tell their own stories about their 
relationship history.
The somewhat unfortunate 
onstage audience is Martin, played 
by Jeff Rudisill, a naïve and boyish 
suitor of May. Eddie is gregarious in 
his telling and May is passionate in 
hers, but each leaves the audience 
wondering just how much of what 
he or she says is true.
Dunnell made an effort to high-
light this sense of uncertainty about 
the past. He explained, “The idea 
of not knowing whose story is true 
interested me,” and cited this tex-
tual ambiguity as another level of 
Shepard leaving room for interpreta-
tion by director and performers. To 
emphasize this ambiguity onstage, 
Dunnell left all picture frames empty, 
suggesting the unknown nature of 
the past.
Yet things really grow compli-
cated and uncertain with the involve-
ment of the fourth and final voice in 
the play: the Old Man, played by Sam 
Flood. The Old Man exists only in 
the minds of May and Eddie, having 
lived years earlier, but he can no lon-
ger speak or act directly in reality. 
Furthermore, he is revealed to be the 
father of both May and Eddie, having 
lived something of a dichotomous 
love life as both May and Eddie do.
In a second major adaptation, 
Dunnell chose not to portray the Old 
Man as old, but rather as a younger 
man about Eddie’s age. In this way, 
he hoped to illustrate the paral-
lels between Eddie and his father, 
and show the strange relationship 
between past and present, reality 
and spirit.
Reflecting on the play and all of 
the difficult judgment calls made 
as director, Dunnell concluded, 
“Shepard’s writing is so layered and 
there are so many different ways 
to interpret it. He forces you to 
make choices and you don’t know 
if they’re right but you just have to 
go with it.”
What else can one do in the face 
of ambiguity?
Olivia hendricks
Staff  Writer
Dunnell adapts senior project to his own vision
If the notion of impending 10th-
week mayhem has you convinced 
that a happy ending for the term 
is mere poppycock and twaddle, 
the Lawrence University theater and 
music departments are prepared to 
step in — with dainty glass slippers 
— and remind you that your happy 
ending is possible.
The Fairy Godmother of Roger 
and Hammerstein’s original musical 
version of “Cinderella” will have you 
singing her catchy optimistic man-
tra, “It’s Possible,” to every harried 
student you encounter after seeing 
the show.
With direction by Tim Troy, 
musical direction by Phillip Swan 
and an all-around knockout cast, the 
production is sure to be an enjoyable 
experience for audience members of 
all shoe sizes.
Also, with the show lasting only 
90 minutes, no one will have to 
worry about making it safely back 
home before the clock strikes twelve 
and all the golden carriages turn 
back into immobile plain yellow 
pumpkins.
This is not to suggest that any-
one would wish to scurry off too 
quickly after the enchanting musi-
cal is over, however. The talent and 
charm that the students have been 
stirring up in the theater is sure to 
make the audience want to remain 
in the enchanted fairytale world for 
a little bit longer.
Excited about the product of 
many weeks of hard work, Troy 
said of the cast, “As a professor, I’m 
... proud of how well our students 
are able to embrace material from 
another era and so completely make 
it their own.”
Troy also lauded his colleague, 
Swan, in saying, “I enjoy running 
rehearsals with him and marvel at 
how students respond to his musical 
guidance with trust and a sense of 
discovery.”
Double-cast, the show features 
junior Amanda Ketchpaw and 
senior Michael Axtell appearing as 
Cinderella and the Prince Thursday 
and Saturday, with juniors Maura 
Cook and Evan Bravos singing the 
respective roles Friday and Sunday.
Senior Emily Shankman plays 
the fairy godmother Thursday 
and Saturday and junior Laura 
Wasserman takes the role Friday and 
Sunday.
The first performance was the 
night of Nov. 20. The show is also 
being presented Friday and Sunday 
nights at 8 p.m. and Saturday after-
noon at 3 p.m. in Stansbury Theatre.
Tickets are free for Lawrence 
students, $10 for adults, and $5 for 
students and seniors. Tickets are 
currently available at the Box Office, 
but do hurry, as the Prince can only 
invite as many of his royal subjects 
as can fit into the theater.
Come see and hear wonderful 
actors, actresses, and musicians 
raise your spirits, and you can relive 
a tale that will be twinkling brightly 
on the stage through dancing, sing-
ing and a little bit of magic.
Laura Streyle
Staff  Writer
Theatre Department presents “Cinderella”
All proceeds benefit our philanthropy,
Court Appointed Special Advocates.
Don't let your friends be like Gretchen Weiner.
Send them 
a candy cane 
gram!
December 1-5, the ladies of
Kappa Alpha Theta
will be selling candy cane grams
at Downer for 50 cents.
We will deliver the candy canes and your message in time for finals.
Does the holiday season inspire
the artist in you?
How about the critic?
If you are interested in writing
for Arts & Entertainment,
contact schaafa@lawrence.edu.
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Movies
Friday, November 21
“Bolt”
“Twilight”
“The Betrayal”
DVD
Tuesday, November 25
“Hancock”
“Fred Clause”
“Space Chimps”
Music
Tuesday, November 25
Kanye West “808’s and 
Heartbreak”
David Byrne and Brian eno
“everything That Happens Will 
Happen Today”
Coldplay “Prospekt’s March”
The Fireman “electric 
arguments”
Coming to 
your senses
Perhaps the average college stu-
dent feels lame in a theater sur-
rounded by an audience predomi-
nantly under the age of 12. You may 
wonder: Why spend seven bucks on 
a movie aimed at the younger demo-
graphic? But I tell you, let go of the 
assumption that all animated movies 
are just for kids. There is a lot to be 
said for their lighthearted humor.
“Bolt” does not 
rely on the bubble-
gum dialogue that 
some animated mov-
ies get by on. Sure, 
it does have one-
liners that prompt 
the kid behind you 
to immediately 
and loudly repeat 
them. Just bear in 
mind that you your-
self will later use 
these same quotes 
to amuse your own 
friends.
And like other 
successful animated 
movies, “Bolt” sub-
tly spoofs pop culture in a way that 
the older crowd will appreciate, even 
if the humor is lost on youngsters.
Furthermore, the predictabil-
ity of an animated movie is actually 
enjoyable. You already know that 
there will be no shocking twists, no 
mind tricks, no ambiguities and no 
chance of offensive material. Best 
of all, you know that no matter how 
discouraging the set-up, everything 
will have a happy ending.
While the premise is pleasantly 
predictable, the cast of characters 
manages some uniqueness. This is 
rather impressive, since the tempta-
tion is to imitate previously popular 
animated characters.
Bolt is a television super-dog star 
who does not know that he lives on 
a film set or that all of his super-
powers are engineered by a spe-
cial effects team. Mittens is a jaded 
and sassy alley cat commissioned 
to help Bolt when misfortune finds 
him far from Hollywood. Rhino is a 
spunky hamster and connoisseur of 
television who travels protected by 
his exercise ball. These three allies 
provide a fresh mix 
of characters that 
add uniqueness to 
a movie that might 
have otherwise been 
formulaic. 
Another plus: 
Unlike some kids’ 
movies, “Bolt” 
does not force an 
emotional ending. 
It manages some 
heartfelt emotion 
without being overly 
sappy. It also avoids 
the cliché of trying 
to teach kids a fun 
lesson. There is no 
moralizing. You’re 
not expected to learn something 
from this movie-going experience. 
The movie does not try to take itself 
too seriously. 
Perhaps this as good of a les-
son as any for the audience: it’s 
okay to not take yourself too seri-
ously. Indulge the little kid inside of 
you who still enjoys cartoons. There 
is absolutely nothing wrong with 
succumbing to some mindless fun 
— especially at a time when you are 
stressed about those two papers, a 
research project, and the looming, 
ever-frightening tenth week.
elaine Blum
Staff  Writer
elaine at the movies: “Bolt”
Lawrence has never witnessed as 
controversial an art opening as the 
one that occurred last Friday evening. 
Hailing all the way from California, 
mixed media artist Gretchen Beck 
might have considered saving her-
self the cross-country trip, had she 
anticipated the amount of criticism 
she would inevitably encounter.
As usual, the evening began with 
a lecture by the featured artist her-
self. The story began in a happy 
place, but as her lecture progressed, 
the audience turned on her. By the 
end of the rather short talk, the 
horrified audience was firing heat-
ed questions at Beck, who danced 
around them like a crooked politi-
cian.
Beck, a former volunteer with 
the Peace Corps, stumbled upon her 
inspiration while serving in Niger, 
West Africa. Much of her art is influ-
enced by the native art of the red 
and black Fulani tribes, describing 
the red tribe’s art as “portable” and 
the black tribe’s art as “all about 
status,” with compositions consist-
ing of heaps of expensive mirrors 
and dishes imported from India and 
China.
Beck stated that the “red Fulani 
are the nobles and the black Fulani 
are the slaves,” which corresponds 
to a “racial divide between lighter 
skinned people and darker skinned 
people.” Thus, Beck clarified the 
reasoning behind the black tribe’s 
materialistic approach, describing it 
as being concerned with desire for 
social mobility.
Beck lived in Niger for three 
years and has returned to Niger 
five times in the last nine years to 
conduct artistic research, which she 
describes as a “physically, emotion-
ally and mentally taxing” experi-
ence.
The most controversial part of 
the evening arrived when Beck fin-
ished her lecture and turned the 
spotlight over to questions from the 
audience. A student asked about her 
sustained interaction with the Fulani 
people.
Apparently, she has a deal with 
the Fulani that she described as 
a “win-win situation.” She raises 
money in order to buy them food 
and in return they “aid [her] profes-
sional development.”
She continued, describing a time 
she gave the “second poorest coun-
try in the world ... a little too much 
money.” Her comment triggered a 
series of spitfire questions from the 
audience.
One student bluntly inquired 
about why she thought her physical 
presence in West Africa and abstract 
art are more effective mediums for 
“raising consciousness” than bring-
ing artifacts from the Fulani culture 
to America.
At the following reception, one 
student referred to the agreement 
as “exploiting West Africa.” Others 
told me they intended to get more 
information out of her.
Had Beck’s lecture been more 
informative and her explanations 
of her agreement with the Fulani 
more exact, the evening might 
have played out less aggressively. 
Whoever attended the event has a 
right to his or her interpretation, but 
when assessing art openings, the 
bottom line is the art itself, which in 
execution did not measure up to the 
approach.
The artist described the works 
in the exhibition as “abstract forms 
with West African Influence,” but 
anyone unaware of her approach 
could not possibly observe such 
influence aside from the repeated 
circular patterns derived from every-
day objects like plates and baskets.
Overall, Beck’s artistic theory, 
“It’s important if you are going to 
glean from another culture to just 
glean from it,” came across a little 
weak.
It’s worth asking if reactions to 
Beck’s art would have been different 
had the audience’s mindset not been 
polluted by the cynicism produced 
by the lecture. One might also con-
sider asking if it is morally possible 
for someone who has experienced 
what it’s like to live in a third world 
country to want to exploit it.
Interested students should drop 
by Wriston and decide for them-
selves. The exhibit runs from Nov. 
14 to Dec. 21. Gallery hours are 
Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and 
Saturday-Sunday noon to 4 p.m.
Kirsten rusinak
Staff  Writer
Students question:  art or exploitation?
Op-Art 
by Will Muessig
Meet at the university chapel 
for a brief introduction by 
Chuck Erickson and then walk 
over to Harmony Café. Here 
you may enjoy complimentary 
hot chocolate while listening to 
guest speakers and the incred-
ible sounds of Tom Beneke, 
Cara Wantland and Andre Juan. 
An open mike session will be 
offered for anyone who would 
like to share their thoughts 
or experiences associated with 
World AIDS Day. Discussion is 
welcome. There will be free con-
fidential HIV testing by ARCW 
and door prizes to be won. 
This is an event for Lawrence 
University and the Appleton 
community, aimed at raising 
awareness of AIDS, providing 
support for those suffering 
from this disease and present-
ing ideas about what you can 
do to help.
Connecting For awareness:
Sponsored by: Lawrence’s VCSC, Diversity Center, and 
Wellness Committee and Harmony Café
World aIDS Day event 
Monday, Dec. 1 from 6 to 9 p.m.
Photo courtesy of  Walt Disney Pictures
The Lady Vikings basketball 
team hosted Macalester College in 
their season opener Saturday, Nov. 
17. The Vikings come into the sea-
son with a new head coach, but face 
the challenge of a small roster. The 
Vikings have only seven on their ros-
ter, and only four returning players 
from last season.
The ladies started off their 
season with a tough game against 
Macalester. The Vikings were able to 
get contribution from every member 
of the team, a situation which will 
probably repeat itself throughout 
the season.
The Vikings were led in scoring 
by Erin Henzi and Laura Aerts, two 
of the four returning players from 
last season. The Vikings struggled 
against a Macalester team with four-
teen on their roster. Lawrence was 
outscored 44-12 in the first half, 
but showed some signs of life in the 
second half.
The Vikes increased their offense 
in the second half, scoring 22 points. 
The Vikes were able to push back 
in the second half and put up more 
points, but fatigue may be a serious 
concern for the ladies this season.
In the end, Lawrence fell to 
Macalester 77-34, but the Vikes hope 
that they can take steps forward 
after this game. It will take hard 
work, dedication and continued con-
tribution from every player on the 
roster to improve for the rest of the 
season. The Vikes are back in action 
this weekend, Nov. 21 and 22, in a 
tournament at Lakeland College, fol-
lowed by a game at Marian Nov. 25.
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Lawrence University
Standings
The Lawrence swimming and div-
ing teams have had a lot of success 
so far in their season. They have had 
three meets, all at home at the Boldt 
Natatorium.
In the first meet of the sea-
son, the St. Norbert College sprint 
meet Oct. 25, the Vikes compet-
ed against teams including UW-
Oshkosh, Marquette University, 
Central Michigan University, Loyola 
University of Chicago Swim Club, St. 
Norbert College and Beloit College.
The women finished in second 
place with 346 points, beat out by 
UW-Oshkosh with their 538 points. 
The men’s team topped the meet 
with 413.5 points. The next team, 
UW-Oshkosh, was nearly 60 points 
behind the men. Key performanc-
es by seniors Sam Szynskie and 
Chrissie Nelson helped the women 
achieve their second-place position. 
Senior Taylor Brengel was a major 
force for the men’s team.
The second meet Nov. 8 allowed 
more Vikes the opportunity to show 
what they have. UW-River Falls beat 
the women 140-83. The men defeat-
ed UW-River Falls 158-62. The men 
were led by senior co-captain Kyle 
Griffin in the 1,000 freestyle, earning 
9 team points. Lawrence dominated 
the men’s 200 freestyle, earning both 
first and second places. 
Likewise, in the men’s 50 free-
style, Brengel and Collin McCanna 
took first and second places, finish-
ing along with Karl Vogel and Chris 
Sze who took seventh and eighth 
places and added to the Lawrence 
team total.
The women were led by senior 
co-captain Hayley Vatch in the 
1,000 freestyle and the 100 butter-
fly. Additional key players for the 
women’s team were Emily Mohr and 
Szynskie.
The third meet of the season at 
Lawrence Nov. 15 was against UW-
Whitewater. UW-Whitewater defeat-
ed both the men’s and women’s 
teams, 149-75 and 132-92, respec-
tively. Griffin took first place in the 
500 freestyle with a time of 5:19.34. 
Vatch took first in the same event 
for the women’s team with a time of 
5:19.00, finishing 15 seconds before 
the second-place finisher from UW-
W.
The Vikes are in action at their 
last home meet Saturday, Nov. 22 at 
1 p.m. in the recreation center.
Katie Nadel
Sports Editor
LUST success throughout season
Photo courtesy of  Sam Szynskie
Senior co-captain Kyle Griffin swims freestyle. 
Photo courtesy of  Sam Szynskie
The Lawrence women take the blocks at the St. norbert College sprint meet.
The Lawrence football team 
came close to picking up victories 
all season long, and in their last 
chance of the year they were able to 
accomplish their goal.
Without much at stake, the 
Vikings (1-9) found motivation 
to play hard in their last game of 
the year, and picked up their first 
win of the year over University of 
Minnesota-Morris. The seniors set 
the tone for Lawrence on senior 
night, and that led to a fast start for 
the Vikings.
Star senior running back Craig 
Ebert ended his career on a high 
note, rushing for 123 yards on 22 
carries, also catching four passes for 
49 yards and a touchdown.
On Lawrence’s first drive of the 
game they put together an impres-
sive 54-yard, seven-play drive that 
ended in an 18-yard touchdown to 
Ebert from freshman quarterback 
Max Granaroli. Ebert caught the ball 
in the flat, and with the help of some 
blocking and a few nice moves, he 
ran the remaining 18 yards to give 
the Vikings a 7-0 lead. The Vikings’ 
defense held on the Cougars’ next 
possession and got the ball back to 
the Lawrence offense.
Lawrence took the momen-
tum generated by the defense and 
marched down the field for anoth-
er touchdown. Quarterback Nick 
Maxam found Ebert for a 12-yard 
gain on third-and-11 to continue 
the drive. The Vikings came through 
with 41-yards on a reverse play for a 
touchdown and a 14-0 lead.
UM-Morris (3-6) cut into the 
lead on their next possession with 
a heavy dose of running back Ernest 
Tucker. Tucker carried the ball nine 
times on the drive, wearing down 
the Lawrence defense. Tucker ended 
the drive with a 1-yard touchdown 
run. Morris missed the extra point to 
keep the score at 14-6.
Lawrence came back quickly 
after getting good field position late 
in the first half. The Vikings took 
over on the Cougar 25-yard line after 
a penalty, and it only took them 
one play to score. Maxam found 
wide receiver sophomore Jeremiah 
Johnson in the end zone for another 
Viking touchdown. Lawrence went 
into halftime with a 21-6 lead.
The scoring slowed down in the 
second half. Late in the third quar-
ter, the Cougars put together a good 
drive and cut into the Lawrence 
lead. Morris drove 82 yards in 11 
to make it a one-possession game. 
Morris’ Robert Koranda made some 
big plays on the drive, including a 
14-yard run and a 21-yard reception. 
Garrett Mensing converted the final 
two plays of the drive, moving the 
ball to the 1-
yard line with 
a 10-yard 
r e c e p t i o n , 
and then con-
verting on 
the ensuing 
touchdown 
run, making 
the score 21-
13.
F r o m 
then on, 
the Vikings’ 
d e f e n s e 
would bend 
but not break. 
The Cougars 
entered Lawrence territory twice in 
the fourth quarter, but the Vikings 
were able to stop them both times. 
A key interception by senior safety 
Sam Laes sealed the victory.
viking Football earns first win in season finale
Jon Mays
Staff  Writer
Women’s basketball 
opens season
Kyle Nodarse
Staff  Writer
Tuesday, Nov. 18 the men’s 
basketball team opened the season 
against the UW-Oshkosh Titans at 
the Kolf Sports Center in Oshkosh. 
Lawrence fell to the Titans 81 to 
84. The teams played evenly, but 
differences in rebounds ended up 
being a huge factor in the game. The 
Vikings were only able to secure 25 
rebounds, 12 of which came from 
junior Jon Dekker, compared to the 
Titans 44 rebounds.
Also causing problems for the 
Vikings was UWO’s Dan Sekar-
Anderson, who put up 29 points and 
had 12 rebounds. UWO’s D.J. Marsh 
also had a double-double.
LU had the lead at half time, 34-
30, and it remained close until the 
Titans pulled off a 12-3 scoring run, 
giving them a nine-point lead with 
only five minutes remaining, a defi-
cit that LU was unable to make up.
Senior Ryan Kroeger led the 
Vikings with 20 points, 11 of which 
came from free throws, where he was 
11-12. Fellow seniors Doug Kadison 
and Dustin Lee also shot well with 
15 and 14 points, respectively.
The basketball team moves on 
to face Coe College on Nov. 21 at 
7:00 p.m. for their home opener at 
Alexander Gymnasium. Hope to see 
you all there!
Men’s basketball takes on UWO
Matt hoh
Staff  Writer
Photo by Matt hoh
Vikings huddle up around the bench during their first game against UWO.
Statistics are courtesy of 
www.lawrence.edu and 
www.midwestconference.
org and are current as of 
November 18, 2008
Hockey MCHA O'All
Adrian  4-0-0  6-1-1
Marian  4-0-0  4-2-2
Finlandia  2-2-0  2-3-0
MSOE  2-2-0  3-3-0
Concordia  1-3-0  1-4-0
Lawrence  1-3-0  1-4-0
UM-Crookston  1-3-0  1-5-0
Northland  1-3-0  1-6-0
Men’s Bball MWC O'All
St. Norbert  0-0  1-0
Beloit  0-0  0-0
Grinnell  0-0  0-0
Illinois College  0-0  0-0
Ripon  0-0  0-1
Lawrence  0-0  0-1
Carroll  0-0  0-1
Knox  0-0  0-1
Lake Forest  0-0  0-1
Monmouth  0-0  0-1
Women’s Bball MWC O'All
St. Norbert  0-0  2-0
Carroll  0-0  1-1
Beloit  0-0  0-0
Illinois College  0-0  0-0
Knox  0-0  0-0
Lake Forest  0-0  0-0
Monmouth  0-0  0-0
Lawrence  0-0  0-1
Ripon  0-0  0-1
Grinnell  0-0  0-2
Photo courtesy of  Michael Baumann
Football seniors take a moment to photograph their senior season. 
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What has been the team’s biggest accomplishment so far this sea-
son?
Our biggest accomplishment has definitely been team support on 
the pool deck during meets. Our team cheers louder, more often and 
with more passion than any other team. Seeing your teammates at the 
end of your lane screaming for you to go faster, even though you can’t 
hear them with all that water in your ears, you somehow get this extra 
burst of energy to swim faster. LUST is a pretty loud team when it 
comes to cheering each other on and it is something I am very proud 
to be a part of.
What is your favorite stroke? 
This is a hard question to answer. I like all the strokes I swim. I’ve 
been swimming butterfly since I was 12, so it is obviously a stroke that 
is dear to me. I’ve also been swimming sprint freestyle mostly last year 
and this year and it’s by far my best stroke. However, I recently found 
out that I can also swim breaststroke pretty well and have developed a 
new love for it during my last year of competitive swimming. Maybe a 
better question to ask would be what is your least favorite stroke? That’s easy: backstroke.
What has been your biggest personal accomplishment so far this season?
So far, the entire season has been my biggest personal accomplishment. I am already swimming faster this year 
than I swam at the end of last year at Conference, yet I still see plenty of room for improvement. If I had to pick 
one race from this season as my biggest accomplishment, I would choose my 100 freestyle from last weekend’s 
meet against UW-Whitewater. It was my first win in that event and I’m happy to have gotten first place in the 100 
freestyle at least once in my life.
What do you think about when you are swimming?
When I’m swimming at practice, I think about my technique, the length of my strokes, and things I could do 
to improve my strokes. Sometimes during long sets, I’ll lose count of where I am because I’ll be thinking about 
homework, or how much my arms hurt, or about what events Coach will have me swim at the meet that weekend. 
During sprint sets I just think about making it to the wall as fast as I can without completely running out of 
breath! If I am having a hard time getting into a good rhythm, then I’ll sing a song to myself and pace my stroke 
to the beat.
Do you have a favorite professional swimmer? If so, who? And why are they your favorite?
Actually, no. I don’t follow professional swimming enough to be able to carry on a conversation about it. I’m 
like the rest of the nonswimming world, we can only talk about those professional swimmers that we saw in the 
summer Olympics. I could say Michael Phelps is my favorite but it would only be because, like for most people, 
he’s the only one I can remember.
athletes of the Week
Swimming
SAM SZYNSKIE ‘09
What has been the team’s biggest feat this year? 
Our team’s biggest feat this year was coming in and embracing the great new training philosophies of our new 
coaches, Vic Finch and Jeff Kavalunas. Buying into these methods has started our program on the path to much 
future success after our competitive 2008 campaign.
What is the best part about running? What is the worst part?
The best part is the camaraderie that all our teams have — from our silly prerace chants to the infamous Gallon 
Challenge during preseason. Also, after every race when I douse Trainer Brent with his own Gatorade bath.
The worst part besides barely missing the team bus to Kenosha and then driving there with Trainer Brent 
would probably be those first few two-a-day practices. The great thing is that we probably have even more fun 
when the workouts are difficult, because everyone steps up. One quickly learns that, like in life, there are no 
shortcuts in running.
What has been your best race this season? 
My best race of the year was at Oshkosh during the busy Fall Festival 
weekend. It was also pretty exhilarating yet exhausting to have a great race 
and then to rush back immediately with several other runners to the Appleton 
PAC to perform in that evening’s Kaleidoscope concert.
How has competing in varsity athletics enhanced your experience at 
Lawrence over the past four years?
Having only joined cross country last season, my sophomore year, I feel 
I can now truly appreciate the importance of being a student-athlete here at 
Lawrence. Being an involved student-athlete and musician is never easy, but 
the relationships I have made with all of these people are invaluable. I have 
experienced so much more than I would have had I not gone out for cross 
country — running races jumping over streams, hay bales and through mud. 
I’ve also learned that you don’t really know someone until you’ve seen them 
when “the going gets tough” — mentally and physically — in those last two 
miles. And also through the post-race puke.
If you could participate in any race anywhere in the world, where would it 
be? What would the distance of the race be? Who would you want to compete 
against?
This year I have often been the favorite victim of our beloved, jabbering 
cross country trainer, Brent Nathan. Through our prolonged, deep and often 
one-sided discussions, I’ve convinced the man with “the talk” to do “the walk” 
— and signed the both of us up for this summer’s Door County Triathlon. 
Though one or both of us may not finish this race, it’s always about the jour-
ney and the effort that got us there that really counts, right?
Cross Country
PAUL STEVENS ‘10
by Jeanelle adams
Since I am my mom’s favorite 
son, I thought it would be appropri-
ate to suck up to her a bit to keep 
that title as my own. I’ve decided to 
turn my back on mainstream sports 
for one week and spend this column 
in celebration of one of my mom’s 
favorite activities — running long 
distances. In need for column inspi-
ration and brownie points, let’s talk 
about the distance of a marathon 
in terms that sports fans are able 
understand — 26.22 miles.
Jerry Rice is the NFL all-time 
leader in yards from scrimmage with 
23,540 total yards. If I pull out my 
calculator and do some very com-
plicated math, I see that this is 13.4 
miles. From all the pass catching 
that Rice did for the 49ers, Raiders 
and Seahawks in his brilliant 20-year 
career, it adds up to just over half 
what a marathoner does in a few 
hours.
If Rice did want to get the addi-
tional yards to reach the marathon 
mark using his 14.8-yards-per-catch 
career average, he would have to 
catch 1,528 more balls. Considering 
that Rice is the all-time leader with 
1,549 snags, he would have to dou-
ble his career total, and I don’t quite 
see it happening. Rice did score 208 
touchdowns in his career, so I sup-
pose that could make up for this 
specific shortcoming.
Karl Malone made a ridiculous 
amount of free throws in his career, 
with 9,787 out of 13,188. Since we 
know that a free throw is 15 feet, 
we can see the distance the ball flew 
after Malone talked to it while he 
thought no one was looking. Those 
successful free throws total to 27.8 
miles.
In Malone’s 18 seasons in Salt 
Lake and one in Los Angeles, it 
took 1,476 career games to rack up 
the necessary mileage on his right 
wrist. Needless to say, the Mailman 
delivered for us. I wonder how many 
fewer free throws he would have 
attempted if not for the pick-and-roll 
combo with John Stockton, a distant 
relative of mine — must be where I 
got my point guard ability.
Reggie Miller made 2,560 out of 
6,486 three-point field goals. We’ll 
assume these attempts are not from 
the corner, where it’s shorter, and 
from the usual length of 23.75 feet. 
Reggie’s scoring kicks add up to 11.5 
miles, not quite “downtown” by my 
mom’s standards.
His attempts rack up to 29.2 
miles, but do misses count? A more 
interesting statistic would be how 
many miles Reggie ran throughout 
his career just by running around 
picks and screens to get him open 
for those clutch shots. Maybe that 
would add up to a marathon, but as 
of now he is just Cheryl’s sister.
Rickey Henderson stole 1,406 
bases in his time playing with a ball 
and stick. Each base is 90 feet apart, 
so I suppose we could find out the 
mileage in this case — 23.97 miles. 
He got close to the total, but didn’t 
quite get there. He stole bases at an 
80 percent clip in his career, which 
made his tally short. He would have 
needed a success rate of 89 per-
cent to reach a marathon from his 
1,741 career stolen base attempts, or 
133 more attempts without getting 
picked off. A career rate this high 
is quite unthinkable, but if there is 
anyone who thinks he’s capable, it’s 
Rickey, even if he is approaching the 
half-century mark of age.
Brett Favre is still racking up 
the yards for the — dare I say it? 
— playoff-bound Jets. As of last 
week, Sir Favre has a total 63,892 
yards through the air and 1,801 on 
the ground. Those rushing yards are 
basically a mile, and those passing 
yards are 36.3 miles.
For fun, I used Mapquest to 
see how far it is from my room to 
Lambeau Field, and it spit out 28.50 
miles. I could travel that distance in 
approximately 34 minutes with my 
car, or I could use my right arm and 
spend 18 years in the NFL to reach 
Favre’s total of 37.32 career miles. 
I suppose the mileage Favre’s rack-
ing up in New York isn’t that bad 
— those monochromatic yellow taxis 
help him out.
Compare THaT to a marathon
torrin thatcher
Staff  Writer
Photo courtesy of  Paul Stevens
Photo courtesy of  Sam Szyneskie
The Lawrence hockey team 
played a double header this week-
end and both games were decided 
by goals in the last seconds of the 
third period.
Friday night in Milwaukee, the 
Vikings looked poised to pull out 
their first victory of the season, 
leading 1-0 near the end of the third. 
Sophomore Scott Minarcik scored 
for Lawrence with just under five 
minutes left in the game to give 
Lawrence the lead. The Raiders came 
back to tie the game with only five 
seconds remaining to force over-
time. Simon Labrosse-Gelinas scored 
the goal for MSOE after just getting 
out of the penalty box. Then, in over-
time, Steve Smiddy won the game 
for the Raiders after scoring with 
just over a minute left in overtime. 
Lawrence goalie sophomore Evan 
Johnson made 28 saves in the loss 
for the Vikings, and Connor Toomey 
made 24 saves to earn the win for 
MSOE.
The second game of the dou-
ble header was just as dramatic 
as the first, but the outcome was 
more favorable for the Vikings. At 
Appleton Ice Center, it appeared as 
though Lawrence and MSOE were 
going to have to use overtime for 
the second time in as many games 
to decide the outcome of the MCHA 
game. But then, with just seconds 
remaining, Lawrence freshman Ben 
DiMarco scored on a breakaway to 
secure the first victory for Lawrence 
of this young season. The goal was 
DiMarco’s first collegiate goal of his 
career.
Penalty kills were crucial for 
Lawrence, as they had three in the 
third period alone. MSOE had six 
power play opportunities but they 
were unable to convert.
Johnson made 30 saves and 
earned the second shutout of his 
career. 
Lawrence hits the ice again this 
weekend against the University of 
Minnesota-Crookston at the Appleton 
Ice Center.
LU splits against MSOe
Jon Mays
Staff  Writer
Go vikes!
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across the pond: From London, with love
Taking Introduction to Theater 
in London allows me to actually 
attend productions of the plays we 
read for class. During the first half 
of term, we attended a comedic 
stage adaptation of Hitchcock’s 
film “The 39 Steps,” Pinter’s 
“No Man’s Land,” McBurney’s “A 
Disappearing Number,” Chekhov’s 
“Ivanov,” Webster’s “The White 
Devil” and an adaptation of a chil-
dren’s novel called “War Horse” 
that used horse-sized puppets to 
suggest cavalry horses in World 
War I.
Unfortunately, I don’t pay 
an incredible amount of atten-
tion to professional theater while 
in the United States. However, in 
London, it is present everywhere 
and is fairly accessible. There are 
discount ticket stalls in Leicester 
Square, which makes seeing big 
shows like “The Lion King,” “Billy 
Eliot,” “Oliver” and “The Phantom 
of the Opera” affordable. There is 
even a set of streets in the West 
End subtitled “Theatreland.”
Strangely enough, we recog-
nize many of the famous London 
Stage actors through their appear-
ances in big budget American 
films. It’s a running joke in our 
theater class that we will even-
tually see the entire cast of the 
Harry Potter movies, much to the 
amused chagrin of our professor.
Recently, I had the opportu-
nity to indulge my inner child: I 
went to see “The Phantom of the 
Opera” in London. Though it was 
not my most highbrow theater 
experience in the city by a long 
shot, it was still fun in a kitschy 
sort of way. I grew up listening to 
the cassette tape in the car, and, 
fancying myself a great soprano in 
the making, sang along.
Judging from the pictures 
I’ve seen, London productions are 
not as lavish as their American 
counterparts, which can be good 
or bad, depending on the show. 
In “Phantom,” for instance, I 
expected more intricate costum-
ing and staging. Furthermore, the 
two major female cast members 
became obviously vocally fatigued 
by the end of the production.
So far, I’ve been most 
impressed by the productions of 
“Ivanov,” which starred Kenneth 
Branagh in the title role, and the 
technically beautiful staging of 
“A Disappearing Number.” The 
former concerns Ivanov and his 
depression, set against a backdrop 
of comic characters and situa-
tions. The juxtaposition between 
the tragedy of Ivanov’s life and the 
comedy surrounding him makes 
his final suicide all the more 
shocking.
“A Disappearing Number” fol-
lows two intertwining stories, one 
real, the other fictional. In this pro-
duction, which has to be one of the 
most difficult endeavors in stage-
craft that I have ever seen, char-
acters entered and exited through 
a horizontally rotating projector 
screen. This allowed them, through 
deft lighting and sound effects, to 
transition smoothly between time 
and place.
Our most recent theater outing 
took us to see a modernized ver-
sion of Shakespeare’s “Othello.” 
The production transplanted the 
play from Renaissance Cypress 
to the modern day Cypress pub, 
complete with stylized urban 
dance fight scenes, a pool table, 
tracksuits and drug use. However, 
Othello’s jealousy and its poison-
ous effect on his relationship with 
Desdemona remained the thematic 
core of the story.
Our class sat in the front row, 
a consequence of cheaper tickets. 
Despite the neck strain, sitting 
so close allowed me to see the 
detail in the set and costumes. 
For example, Iago’s cynical wife 
Emilia wore a t-shirt emblazoned 
with the phrase “to tell the truth, I 
always lie,” and the arcade game in 
the corner of the pub was humor-
ously named, in flashing lights, 
“Dungeons and Drag Queens.” 
Even some of the graffiti on the 
bathroom walls where Desdemona 
confides in Emilia was legible from 
our seats. The detail and care 
poured into the visual aspects of 
the production made the modern-
ization believable and effective.
I enjoy attending all the plays 
and discussing the actual produc-
tion rather than simply dissect-
ing the text. However, one of the 
more annoying aspects of London 
theaters is that they sell sweets. 
You’ll be trying to watch a perfor-
mance, and someone near you will 
have inevitably purchased a bag 
of candy, and will distractingly 
rustle cellophane wrappers during 
the most inappropriate dramatic 
moments.
Kelly eshbaugh
for The Lawrentian
LU London Center announcement
Lawrence Community, 
The Lawrence University London Centre has long been the most popu-
lar choice for Lawrence students choosing off-campus study and we are 
delighted to announce that, effective 2009-10, students will benefit from 
improved facilities, staffing, and academic and programming resourc-
es, through a new partnership with the Foundation for International 
Education (FIE), which recently celebrated its 10 year anniversary as an 
off-campus educational services provider. Led by Associate Dean of the 
Faculty Nancy Wall, our group has worked since last spring to balance 
issues of rising operating costs with development of the London program. 
In partnering with FIE, we believe that we have accomplished that balance, 
achieving financial stability whilst building on the strengths of the current 
structure and enhancing the opportunities available to Lawrence students 
and faculty. 
Dean Wall, LULC Director Christine Harris, and Off-Campus Programs 
Coordinator Laura Zuege have visited the FIE premises on several occa-
sions and have met with a wide array of executives and staff. All three 
have been very favorably impressed with the quality of facilities and the 
professionalism and dedication of personnel. 
The London faculty team has served Lawrence for many years, and 
strong relationships have been built with Appleton faculty and depart-
ments. Progress has also been made over recent years in upping the accep-
tance of London courses by specific departments for major requirements 
and for GERs. The LULC curriculum has benefited from such stability 
and initiatives, and all current London Centre courses and faculty will be 
retained within the new arrangements, maintaining a calendar and course 
credit structure that melds seamlessly with Lawrence’s systems. 
Each fall term the London Centre hosts Visiting Faculty members 
from Appleton offering two courses presenting their discipline through 
a “London lens”, and this connection between two Lawrence campuses 
will continue, respecting a tradition going back to the foundation of the 
London Centre in 1970. All London Centre courses benefit from the vast 
cultural resources of the city for co-curricular and extra-curricular activi-
ties, and this will be further developed as we move forward in partnership 
with FIE. The expertise of their student services resources and facilities 
management will also free up the LULC Director to devote more time to 
integrating the London curriculum with Appleton departments and devel-
oping independent study and research opportunities for students. 
While the restructured Lawrence London Centre will operate as a 
“closed” program, retaining its special character, because FIE works with 
many other institutions, our students will also have the opportunity to 
meet participants from those other schools during their time as Londoners. 
Further, Lawrentians will have improved classroom facilities, substantially 
increased internship opportunities, and access to a Writer-in-Residence. 
FIE also has a dedicated Student Services team, which produces a lively 
program of social, cultural and fun activities for all FIE students. 
Brechin Place has been held in the affections of former students as 
the home of the London Centre for more than 12 years, providing office 
and teaching space and student dorms in the same building. Under the 
new arrangements with FIE, the academic/office spaces and student hous-
ing will be in separate locations, but still in the same familiar “South Ke” 
neighborhood — the academic building is on Cromwell Road, near the 
Gloucester Road tube stop, with accommodations close by — a great, 
safe location with easy access to public transport, museums and central 
London. 
Housing standards will be improved, with separate kitchen and lounge 
areas, avoiding the need for in-room kitchenettes. Students will live in 
small cohorts with 24-hour residential and emergency assistance. Monthly 
travel cards will be provided at no additional cost for all students — an 
estimated out-of-pocket savings of about $400 per student over a term. 
Yet with all of these benefits and additions, the cost of the program to 
students will be about $100 less than within the current structure. 
These changes to Lawrence’s off-campus study presence in London 
make up one more instance in a long line of developments and improve-
ments going back to the beginning of the program in 1970 and are 
designed to enhance the experience of all involved. Please join us in 
welcoming them.
Nancy Wall
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